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At the Prom
At West Potomac High School’s prom, Ryan Walter poses for a photo with Mardi
Gras Mime Queen Amy Scutt.

More photos, Page 21

See New Fee,  Page 16

See Looking,  Page 10

By Jon Roetman

And Julie O’Donoghue

The Gazette

T
he success of Mount
Vernon High School’s
athletic programs begins

with the ability of students to par-
ticipate. If a pay-to-play scenario
causes turnout to dwindle, the
Majors’ win-loss records could suf-
fer. But on-field results are only a
small part of the situation to
MVHS assistant athletic director
Tony Garza, who is concerned with

the attitude of students who
couldn’t afford to play.

On May 20, the Fairfax County
School Board passed a motion, 9
to 3, to require a $100 fee for high
school athletes to participate in a
sport. The fee will be applied to
all sports and will be required for
each sport a student participates
in.

School Board members Tina
Hone (at-large), Sandy Evans (Ma-
son) and Patty Reed (Providence)

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

O
n last year’s stan-
dardized tests, 95
percent of students
at Stratford Land-

ing Elementary School passed the
language arts exams and 92 per-
cent passed the math exams. At
nearby Riverside Elementary

School, 93 percent of students
passed the same language arts ex-
ams and 87 percent passed the
math exams.

Numbers such as these can lead
parents to conclude the Stratford
Landing is a more successful or
“better” school than Riverside. In
fact, if you look across all the el-
ementary schools in the Mount
Vernon area, Stratford Landing has
the highest pass rates for students
on the language arts and math
tests overall.

That may lead several people to
conclude Stratford Landing is the
highest performing elementary
school in the local community. And
several people may insist on look-
ing for homes only in the Stratford

Test Scores:
It’s Complicated
A single number
cannot tell a
whole school’s
story, education
advocates say.

Garza: New Athletic Fee
Could Affect Participation
Fairfax County School Board backs
$100 athletic participation fee.
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News

I
n the last census, 3,800 grandparent
households in Fairfax County had kin-
ship grandchildren under their roofs

and providing care for them. In 2004 a
Fairfax County Focus Group asked questions
into how to provide better services. A sup-
port group was formed and a Kinship Care
Resource Guide was published. The guide
offers information on services available to
caregivers. The guide may be picked up in
a hard copy from the Prevention Services
Office of the Fairfax County Department of
Family Services or it is available online by
visiting http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/

adultselderly/kinship_care_guide.htm. or
call the Family Services offices special
projects coordinator, Nancy Coffey at 703-
324-7723 to request a hard copy.

On Saturday, May 15, the staff of the Fam-
ily Services division held a kinship respite
day where the children were invited to
spend the day at the Gum Springs Commu-
nity Center. A staff member from the Hunt-
ley Meadows Park off Lockheed Boulevard
introduced the children to some of the wild-
life inhabiting the park.

Frogs, from the peeper to the bullfrog had
been recorded on tape and photos.

Kinship Respite Day at
Gum Springs Center

Kathy McNeil from Huntley Meadows introduces the frog kingdom
by reading outloud the book “Jump Frog Jump.” Frogs can jump
seven times their body length with one hop.
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By Grace Powell

The Gazette

I
n an effort to promote more parental
involvement within the Hispanic com-
munity, West Potomac High School
sponsored a Hispanic Summit at Gum

Springs Recreational Center.
Nearly 50 parents and local school admin-

istrators attended the meeting on Saturday,
May 22 including representatives from
Mount Vernon High School, Carl Sandburg
Middle School, and members of the com-
munity.

West Potomac Director of Student Ser-
vices Tim Boyd said the event took place at
Gum Springs in order to reach out to the
community: “We want to serve all the stu-
dents in our school and we have a large
Hispanic community.”

Boyd stressed the importance of parental
involvement. “We want them involved in
our school, we know there have been times
when families haven’t felt comfortable,” he
said.

Parent Liaison Haraldo Suarez said it can
be difficult for parents to get involved with
their students’ education since many par-
ents work several jobs and do not have
transportation. “These people are under a
lot of stress,” he said.

“These schools are your homes,” FCPS
administrator Scott Brandband said.
Brandband encouraged students to utilize
all the resources the county offers. “We’re
going to have your backs so that you can
be successful,” he said.

West Potomac High School Freshman Iris
Lopez said it can be difficult for students
within the Hispanic community to achieve
success. “Spanish people don’t always have
the opportunity that other people have,”
Lopez said. “In my school people aren’t going
to college because they don’t have papers.”

Evangelina Dobbs, a federal government
consultant and advocate for the Hispanic
community, touched on the issue of immi-
gration during her speech. “The problem is
that most people think we are illegals,”
Dobbs said.

Dobbs encouraged the audience to main-
tain a good reputation and think creatively.
“Most of the time we think that money is
the answer, but we forget to be creative,”
Dobbs said. “If everyone contributes one
idea, we leave here with 50 ideas. Ideas are
very powerful.”

Boyd said Hispanics are among the mi-
norities with low testing rates in Fairfax
County.

West Potomac ESOL teacher Paul
Watlington expressed the need for two af-
ter school buses for students who need ex-
tra help. “Fairfax County is one of the rich-
est counties in Virginia, there’s no reason
there’s only one late bus a week,”
Watlington said.

School staff hope that the summit will
continue to bridge the communication gap

Hispanic Summit Promotes Parental Involvement
School staff, parents gather to discuss
needs of Hispanic community.

Evangelina Dobbs discusses some of the issues facing the Hispanic
community.

Fairfax County Public Schools
administrator Scott Brandband
urges families and students to take
advantage of the county’s re-
sources. Behind: West Potomac
High School Parent Liaison
Haraldo Suarez translates.

West Potomac
High School
Junior Hector
Mazao, Fresh-
man Iris Lopez
and Junior
Manuel
Gonzalez smile
after helping
host the Sum-
mit.

between parents and the school system. The
next summit is scheduled for October.

Suarez said parents can call his office day

or night with questions and concerns. “We
need to give them a chance,” Suarez said.
“Both the students and the parents.”

Photos by Grace

Powell/The

Gazette
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By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

V
irginia’s 11th Congressional Dis-
trict will see its first primary con-
test in 18 years next month. Su-
pervisor Patrick Herrity (R-

Springfield) and businessman Keith Fimian
are vying for the chance to take on U.S. Rep.
Gerry Connolly (D-11) next fall in what
could be a competitive race.

Primary voters go to the polls to decide
between Herrity and Fimian June 8. In Vir-
ginia, voters do not register with a political
party, so any person, regardless of political
affiliation, can participate in the election to
pick the Republican Party nominee.

Connolly is serving his first term in the
House of Representatives after beating
Fimian 54.7 percent to 43 percent in the
2008 general election. Former U.S. Rep.
Tom Davis (R-11) held the seat for 13 years
before retiring.

The Cook Political Report, a political
analysis publication, rated the race as “lean-
ing Democratic” in April. But several local
Republican activists said the current anti-
incumbent sentiment could provide an op-
portunity for an upset.

“I think there is a strong sentiment that
the federal government is out of control,”
said Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock),
who won a special election to the Fairfax
board in 2009.

FIMIAN AND HERRITY share many of
the same opinions when it comes to gen-
eral matters of public policy.

Both candidates said reducing the federal
deficit would be a priority should they be
elected to office. Both have hammered
Connolly for support of the government
health care reform bill and “cap and trade”
legislation, which places a ceiling on emis-
sions over concern about the environment
but is frowned on by some business groups.

“This is not San Francisco. This is not
some radical left district,” said Fimian of
Connolly’s voting record.

If elected, Fimian and Herrity both said
they would like to serve on the House Gov-
ernment Reform Committee, which over-
sees federal employees and government
contracting. The two candidates have also
said they would want to be part of the small
business committee.

Both candidates have said social issues
would not be a top priority in the campaign.

“I think the issues of concern to people
today are the issues of what will happen to
their children and grandchildren and their
jobs,” said Herrity.

But both candidates describe themselves
as pro-life and against legal abortion.

They support the Defense of Marriage Act,
in which the federal government defined
marriage as a legal union between one man
and one woman. Both candidates also say
they are defenders of the constitutional
right to own a gun.

WHERE THE CANDIDATES differ is ex-
perience and background.

Fimian has spent most of his career build-
ing and running U.S. Inspect, a multi-mil-
lion dollar business that now operates na-
tionwide. He has never held public office
and has not been involved to any great ex-
tent in the larger local civic or business as-
sociations of Northern Virginia.

By contrast, Herrity, whose father Jack
Herrity served on the Board of Supervisors
from 1972 to 1988, has deep roots in the
county.

A West Springfield High School graduate,
Herrity is the sitting supervisor for the
Springfield District in Fairfax. Prior to be-
ing elected in 2007, he served on the board
of directors for two of the county’s largest
and most influential business associations,
the Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce
and the Northern Virginia Technology Coun-
cil.

He also participated on and coached lo-
cal sports teams, including several in the
Southwestern Youth Athletic Association.

“I have a long record of service to this
community. I have everyone from rank and
file citizens to the business community sup-
porting my efforts,” said Herrity.

Herrity said his record of service in Fairfax
would make him a stronger candidate to
go up against Connolly in November.

FIMIAN has characterized Herrity’s work
in Fairfax County as that of political insider
who has always aspired to serve in public
office. To get a truly different kind of poli-
tician, voters need to elect Fimian.

“It takes an entirely new kind of leader-
ship. I am fearful that if competent men and
women don’t run, we will drive this coun-
try off a cliff,” said Fimian.

According to the Oakton businessman, he
grew his company, U.S. Inspect, from just
$150,000 he made off a real estate invest-
ment when he was 29. Capitol Hill needs
more people who understand what it means
to start a business and create jobs, said

Fimian.
He does not consider Herrity, who has

worked as a chief financial officer for sev-
eral local government contractors, to have
similar business experience.

“When you join a company as a CFO, you
are guaranteed a salary. There is no risk to
you. I lived hand-to-mouth for eight years.
I have created jobs from nothing,” he said.

HERRITY said his work in government
contracting and for high tech companies has
created jobs. He has often been brought in
to turn around troubled firms and help grow
their business, which has in turn has led to
new positions at the companies.

Herrity’s familiarity with government con-
tractors also means he has a good under-
standing of how Fairfax County’s largest
industry works.

“This has an impact on the local economy.
This is our number one industry in Fairfax
County,” he said.

Herrity’s experience in local government
will be valuable in the U.S. Congress, he
said.

“I have had to say ‘no.’ I have had to chal-
lenge things from affordable housing to the
tree ordinance. I took on the penny for af-
fordable housing. That was not an easy
thing to do,” said Herrity.

BUT FIMIAN has criticized Herrity for not
saying ‘no’ to enough as a county supervi-
sor. The businessman accused Herrity of
voting to raise taxes while in elected office.

Herrity, along with every other member
of the Board of Supervisors, voted to raise
the real estate property tax rate in 2009.
But an increase in the tax rate does not nec-
essarily correlate to an increase in a
resident’s property tax bill.

Though the property tax rate went up in
2009, property taxes for most households
in Fairfax County decreased because of a
sharp decline in home values. Because of
this, Herrity has said it is unfair to accuse
him of raising taxes.

Herrity said he only voted for the county

budget in 2009 because it included a tax
break for most property owners. He did not
vote in favor of the county budget this year
because it included an increase in taxes and
fees for the average citizen.

Still, Fimian contends that property tax
rate increase resulted in a larger tax bill for
some residents of Fairfax County, whose
home values did not decline as significantly
as the average county property.

Fimian has also criticized Herrity for vot-
ing for a special tax district in the Dulles
area set up to help fund the construction of
the new Metrorail line.

Dulles area landowners that would be
taxed brought that proposal to the supervi-
sors themselves in December. These land-
owners asked the supervisors to approve
their request to pay more taxes to fund the
construction of Metro stops close to their
property.

Without the special tax district, Fairfax
County would have had to find another way
to pay for stations in the Herndon and
Dulles area or scrap those stops altogether,
said several supervisors at the time.

IN KEEPING with his political outsider
image, Fimian is calling for an end to all
congressional earmarks.

“Earmarks are bribes. People get all these
bribes to vote for other people’s legislation,”
said Fimian.

Critics often refer to earmarks as “pork
barrel” spending. They allow local congress-
man to secure federal funding for local
projects, organizations and businesses and
donors that haven’t had to compete for
money.

Frequently, a congressman’s seniority or
position on a committee is of more impor-
tance that the merits of the project, com-
pany or organization receiving the funding.

All of Fairfax’s current and past congress-
men — including Connolly, Davis, U.S. Rep.
Frank Wolf (R-10) and U.S. Rep. Jim Moran
(D-8) — use earmarks. That money has
been used for several popular projects, in-
cluding the construction of the Fairfax
County Parkway and to support a regional
anti-gang initiative.

CONNOLLY won his seat two years ago
under good circumstances for a Democrat.
With the Republican brand weak, Demo-
crats picked up 19 seats, including Virginia’s
11th Congressional District, in the U.S.
House of Representatives and secured 60
votes in the U.S. Senate as a result of the
2008 election. In Virginia, Connolly also
shared the ticket with two well-liked can-
didates, President Barack Obama (D) and
U.S. Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.), who won
with 57.01 percent and 65.46 percent of
the vote respectively in Virginia’s 11th Con-
gressional District.

But several Republicans said the political
climate has changed heading into the 2010
election.

“It is a completely different atmosphere.
Bush is gone,” said Davis.

Primary Vote: Fimian Vs. Herrity
Two candidates face each other for Republican nomination June 8.

Politics

Keith Fimian
Age: 53
Hometown: Virginia
Beach, Va.
Residence: Oakton
Family: Wife Cathy of 28
years and three daughters
Education: College of
William & Mary, bachelor’s
of business administration,
accounting concentration -
1979
Occupation: Founder and

chairman of U.S. Inspect, a national provider
of property inspection services

Civic Activity: president of the Youth
Leadership Foundation, which provides
academic and character building to low-
income students in Washington D.C.;
Republican nominee for Virginia’s 11th
District Congressional seat in 2008

Patrick Herrity
Age: 50
Hometown: Springfield
Residence: Clifton
Family: Wife Nancy, one

son and one daughter
Education: Virginia Tech,

bachelor’s of science in
accounting - 1982

Occupation: chief
financial officer for
Fulcra Worldwide, a
government contractor
and communications firm; Fairfax County
Supervisor – Springfield District (2008-present)

Civic Activity: Former board member of the
Northern Virginia Technology Council; former
executive committee member of the Fairfax
Chamber of Commerce; former board member
for Potomac Inline Hockey; Fairfax County
chairman candidate in 2009; former youth
athletics coach for local teams in ice hockey,
inline hockey, rugby, soccer and basketball

See Primary,  Page 25
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

level offers 3 full baths, 4 spacious BRs, & a den. Large lower level w/5th
BR, 4th BA, rec rm. & large storage—1 mile to Ft. Belvoir—17 minutes to
Huntington & Old Town, 27 minutes to National Airport.

Alex/Mt. Vernon $854,900
5412 Grist Mill Woods Way

Spectacular Brick Colonial w/over
5,200 finished sq. ft., sits on a beauti-
ful .73 acre cul-de-sac lot backing to
woods—huge gourmet kitchen opens
to the breakfast rm, sun rm & family
rm—front & rear staircase—upper

Alex/Mt. Vernon $374,900
2104 Shiver Drive

This house is sold “As Is” but home
inspection is welcome for go/no go
status. Needs work. 3 BR, 1.5 bath
brick rancher perched on a knoll.
Hardwood floors. Good location, just
minutes to Old Town, I-495 and

Huntington Metro. Close to shopping, Potomac River, Mt. Vernon Bike Trail,
library, and indoor county swimming/ice skating.

Alex/Mt. Vernon $394,900
7737 Schelhorn Road

Lovely 1-level brick rambler on
a beautiful .53 acre lot. Freshly
painted interior, beautiful par-
quet floors, vaulted ceilings and
2 full baths. Family room can
be easily converted to a 3rd

bedroom. Great location—10 minutes to Ft. Belvoir (south) or
Huntington Metro/Alex (north).

Alex/Bucknell Manor $255,900
6839 Kenyon Drive

Beautiful home, meticulously maintained, in conven-
ient location close to GW Pkwy, Huntington Metro,
Old Town! New appliances, furnace, AC, windows &
gorgeous renovated bathroom.  It’s a 10 & priced so
reasonable! Large yard with shed. Easy maintenance
(brick & siding). This home is ready to move in &
enjoy! Close to library, rec center, Belle View shop-
ping, Bike Trail, Marina, & POTOMAC RIVER!

Alex/Mt. Vernon $624,900
9218 Volunteer Dr.

Spectacular 5 bedroom, 3 bath
Split teeming w/updates. Totally
remodeled from top to bottom.
Master bedroom & bath are a 10,
overlooking the deck & profession-
ally terraced landscaping. One-car

garage plus enclosed porch. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 30 minutes to
Pentagon & National Airport.
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Alex/Bucknell Manor $379,900
6932 Vanderbilt

Stunning & meticulous 2-level Cape
Cod loaded w/updates: Kit, both
baths, double pane replacement win-
dows & washer & dryer on upper
level. Roof in ’03, siding in ’04 & A/C
in ’07. Large gorgeous back yard
w/newer privacy fence. Minutes to

shopping & Huntington Metro, 25 minutes to Ft. Belvoir.

Alex/Mt. Vernon $498,500
5114 Old Mill Road

Golfers & Nature Lovers: A sophisticated touch
of country directly across from Mt. Vernon CC!
Large beaut renovated & expanded 4 BR, 3 BA,
Cape Cod on a magnificent 2/3 acre lot. This
home is bursting w/charm & offers a country
front porch & 2-tiered deck w/inviting hot tub
overlooking a lg fenced back yd. Updated kit

w/granite counters & opens to breakfast & dining rms. A huge great rm w/wet bar & vaulted ceil
is perfect for entertaining. 3 updated BAs, new siding & replacement windows in 2004. Walk
across St to MVCC—1 mile to GW Pkwy & 2 miles to Ft. Belvoir—This home is truly unique!
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News

Brig. Gen. John Howard
(Ret.), CDW-G Depart-
ment of Defense (DoD)
business development
manager, and Operation
Homefront National
Board of Directors mem-
ber, speaks at CDW-G’s
laptop donation presen-
tation Tuesday, May 25,
at Fort Belvoir.

Vivian Dietrich of CDW-G presents a laptop computer to
Staff Sergeant Curtis Winston, Dacia Winston, son
Brandon Winston, 7 months. The Winstons also have a
daughter, Kaylie, age 7. Staff Sergeant Wilson did not
see his now 7-year-old daughter until she was seven
months old. A laptop at home with wife would have
helped them stay connected during his previous de-
ployments. Now, the technology donated by CDW-G will
help them stay connected to family in Illinois as Win-
ston recuperates at Fort Belvoir.

Connecting with Laptops

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

G
etting a new roof can
be stressful, especially
for elderly people
who live alone. First,

there’s diagnosing the problem.
Then there’s a range of options to
consider. Eventually, a team of
workers will arrive and money will
change hands. For many senior
citizens, it’s a recipe for disaster
because con men look for elderly
people as an easy mark.

Unless, the senior is a member
of Mount Vernon at Home.

The newly formed nonprofit of-
fers support services and social
opportunities for seniors in the
Mount Vernon area. Launched in
November, the 501 (c)(3) is pre-
paring to celebrate a successful
launch and passing the threshold
of 100 members. Director Jeff
Reed says members do everything
from enjoying a trip to the mu-
seum to advice on finding a roofer.

“We are with them all the way,”
said Reed. “We don’t just turn
them over to a contractor and say
‘good luck.’”

The nonprofit can now boast
118 members in 81 households in
24 different communities. Social
events include bridge clubs, lec-
tures, ice-cream socials and pot-

luck dinners. Support services of-
fer a careful review of businesses
to make sure the price and quality
of work is up to snuff. Volunteers
such as Willie Wright help mem-
bers make doctors appointments
and supermarket trips.

“My personal reason for doing
this is because I was an old Navy
wife,” said Wright, 68. “I wasn’t
there for my mother and my
mother-in-law. So this is my way
of giving back.”

Membership is $550 a year for
a single and $800 for a couple, and
it comes with a certain ease of
mind. Not only are the folks at

Mount Vernon at Home checking
with the Better Business Bureau to
make sure the tree-trimmer is on
the up-and-up, but they’re also
planning a dinner party. Members
include several married couples as
well as seniors who live alone.

“We just had railing put on both
side of the stairwell, and we used
the vetting service to make sure
the vendor was someone we could
trust,” said Jim Rapp, 82. “Some-
one who lives alone might not
need help until there’s an emer-
gency, and that’s where Mount
Vernon at Home could fill a real
need.”

Helping Seniors At Home
Nonprofit Mount Vernon at Home prepares to
celebrate successful launch at River Farm on June 3.
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See Remembering,  Page 22
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O
n Memorial Day, we remember
all of those who have died in
military service, nearly 300,000
in World War II, more than

30,000 in Korea, more than 50,000 in Vietnam.
More than 160 U.S. Military service person-

nel from Virginia have been killed in Iraq and
Afghanistan, including several in the last year.
Earlier this month, on May 12, 2010, Donald
J. Lamar II, 23 of Fredericksburg, was killed in
Afghanistan. Christopher D. Worrell, 35 of Vir-
ginia Beach, was killed in Iraq on April 22,
2010. Steven J. Bishop, 29 of Christianburg,
was killed March 13, 2010 in Iraq. Kielin T.
Dunn, 19 of Chesapeake, was killed Feb. 18,
2010 in Afghanistan. Brandon T. Islip, 23 of
Richmond, was killed Nov. 29, 2009, in Af-
ghanistan. Stephan L. Mace, 21 of Lovettsville,
died Oct. 3, 2009 in Afghanistan.

Bill Cahir, 40 of Alexandria, died Aug. 13,
2009 of a gunshot wound while conducting
combat operations in the Helmand Province
of Afghanistan.

After 9/11, Cahir decided to leave his career
as a journalist and join the Marine Corps. Af-
ter his application to become a Marine had
originally been denied because of his age, he
lobbied members of Congress to get a special
exemption.

“We all thought he was crazy,” said Brett
Lieberman, a former colleague at Newhouse
News Service.

Fairfax Station resident Pfc. Dillon Jutras, 20,
was killed in combat operations in Al Anbar
Province of Iraq Oct. 29, 2005. Dillon Jutras’s
younger brother, Hunter Drake Jutras, has
helped us remember by submitting drawings
every year; this year his portrait of his brother
Dillon appeared on the cover of the Burke
Children’s Connection. Hunter, a sixth grader
at White Oaks Elementary, wrote: “My draw-

ing of my brother Dillon who was a Ranger in
the U.S. Army. He deployed to Iraq for Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. He was killed in action on
Oct. 29, 2005. I miss him very much.”

MORE THAN 4,300 U.S. military members
have been killed in Iraq and more than 1,000
have been killed in Afghanistan since Sept. 11,
2001. More than 40,000 have been wounded
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

On Memorial Day, we honor and thank all
those who have served in the military, in times
of war and peace. It is also a time to reinvigo-
rate efforts to provide the best services and
opportunities to our veterans. The Post-9/11
GI Bill dramatically increases the educational
benefits extended to members of the military
who have served at least three months of ac-
tive duty since Sept. 11, 2001. George Mason
University has been on the forefront of imple-
menting the GI Bill for veterans locally. Steps
to provide better, faster and more responsive
health care, including mental health care are
underway.

Lance Cpl. Daniel Ryan Bennett, 23 of Clifton
died Jan. 11, 2009, in Helmand province, Af-
ghanistan. “He loved his country, and we’re so
proud of him,” said his mother.

2nd Lt. Sean P. O’Connor of Burke died Oct.
19, 2008 while stationed at Hunter Army Air
Field, Savannah, Ga. O’Connor was an athlete
in soccer, baseball and football who attended
Fairfax County Public Schools and was a 1999
graduate of Bishop Denis J. O’Connell High
School in Arlington.

Pfc. David Sharrett, 27 of Oakton, died Jan,
16, 2008 in Iraq. On Oct. 24, 2008, his father,
David H. Sharrett, was on hand along with
former U.S. Rep. Tom Davis (R) as the Oakton
Post Office on White Granite Drive was re-
named to honor his son.

Army 1st Lt. Thomas J. Brown, a George
Mason University graduate and Burke resident,
died on Sept. 23, 2008, while serving in Iraq.
His unit came under small arms fire, and
Brown, 26, died from his wounds.

HERE ARE the names of some of the local
men and women who have died in Iraq and
Afghanistan. We repeat these names several
times a year to honor their service and to keep
their memories in our consciousness.

If you know of someone who should be in-
cluded in this list, or if you would like to share
how you are honoring the memory of a family
member or friend lost, or about the progress
of someone injured, please let us know.

Sgt. Scott Kirkpatrick, 26, died on Aug. 11,
2007, in Arab Jabour, Iraq. Kirkpatrick, who
graduated from Park View High School in Ster-
ling, and also considered Herndon and Reston
as his hometowns, was a champion slam poet.
His father, Ed Kirkpatrick, calls him the “war-
rior poet,” and he and his wife help injured
vets at Walter Reed through the Yellow Rib-
bon fund (www.yellowribbonfund.org).

Ami Neiberger-Miller of Sterling lost her
brother, U.S. Army Spc. Christopher Neiberger,

in August 2007 when he was killed by a road-
side bomb while serving in Baghdad, Iraq. He
was 22 when he died. Since her brother’s
death, Neiberger-Miller has devoted herself to
the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors
(www.taps.org), which provides peer-based
emotional support and other services for fami-
lies of the fallen, and provides intensive ser-
vices and activities.

Staff Sgt. Jesse G. Clowers Jr., 27, of
Herndon, died when an improvised bomb ex-
ploded near his vehicle in Afghanistan on Aug.
12, 2007. Jonathan D. Winterbottom, 21, of
Falls Church, died in Iraq on May 23, 2007, of
wounds inflicted when an “improvised explo-
sive device” exploded near his vehicle.

Nicholas Rapavi, 22, of Springfield, died Nov.
24, 2006, of wounds received during combat
in Anbar province in Iraq. Army Cpl. Andy D.
Anderson, 24, was killed by enemy fire in Ar
Ramadi, Iraq on Tuesday, June 6, 2006.

Airman 1st Class LeeBernard E. Chavis, 21,
was killed Oct. 14, 2006, by sniper fire in Iraq,
trying to protect civilians from a roadside
bomb.

Spc. Robert Drawl Jr., 21, a 2003 graduate
of T.C. Williams High School, was killed by a
bomb in Kunar, Afghanistan, on Aug. 19, 2006.

United States Army Specialist Felipe J. Garcia
Villareal, 26 of Burke, was injured in Iraq and
flown to Washington Hospital Center, where
he died Feb. 12, 2006. He was a graduate of
Herndon High School.

Capt. Shane R. M. Mahaffee, 36, a 1987
graduate of Mount Vernon High School, died
May 15, 2006. He was a lawyer, married, with
two children. His parents live in Alexandria.

U.S. Marine Lance Cpl. Nicholas Kirven, 21,
was killed in Afghanistan in 2005 during a
firefight in a cave with insurgents. He enlisted
while still in high school after 9/11. Maj. Wil-
liam F. Hecker III, a 1987 graduate of McLean
High School, was killed in action in An Najaf,
Iraq, Jan. 5, 2005. Staff Sgt. Ayman Taha, 31,
of Vienna, was killed Dec. 30, 2005, when an
enemy munitions cache he was prepping for
demolition exploded. Army Capt. Chris Petty
of Vienna was killed Jan. 5, 2006.

Staff Sgt. George T. Alexander Jr., the 2,000th
soldier to be killed in Iraq, was literally born

“My drawing of my brother
Dillon who was a Ranger in the
U.S. Army. He deployed to Iraq
for Operation Iraqi Freedom. He
was killed in action on Oct. 29,
2005. I miss him very much.” —
Hunter Drake Jutras, Grade 6,
White Oaks Elementary School

Remembering on
Memorial Day 2010
Close to home,
many to honor.

Paying Respects
❖ “Flags In” at Arlington National Cemetery is

scheduled to begin after funerals are complete for
the day on Thursday, May 27. Soldiers from the 3rd
U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) will be
joined by other service members in placing small
American flags, on the gravesites. Visitors are
welcome during this event and are encouraged to
arrive at the cemetery after 4 p.m. on Thursday,
May 27. It will take approximately three hours to
place the more than 250,000 flags.

❖ Fallen Heroes Project, May 29 - The Fallen Heroes
Portraits Display will be placed in Section 60, where
the majority of the casualties killed in Iraq and
Afghanistan are buried at Arlington, and will be on
display until the cemetery closes on Monday, May
31. Visitors are welcome to come visit the display in
Section 60.

❖ Price of Freedom Sculpture, May 29 - The Price of
Freedom sculpture will be unveiled on Saturday,
May 29 at 2 p.m. in the Visitors Center.

❖ Memorial Day Ceremony, Arlington Cemetery, The
annual National Memorial Day Observance to honor
America’s fallen military service members is
scheduled for Monday, May 31 in Memorial
Amphitheater. Call the Visitors Center at 703-607-
8000.
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Great deals on cabinetry for kitchens, bathrooms, garages, basements or
wherever you need cabinets to maximize your storage and living space.

In-stock flat panel birch doors available in 3 finishes. Choose vanity tops,
faucets, sinks and other products at substantially reduced prices.

Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Reico Clearance Center
6790 Commercial Drive, Springfield, VA 22151

1-800-REICO-11 (734-2611)
www.reico.com/clearancecenter

Visit us today and find your great deal!

Save at the Reico Clearance Center!Letters

See Letters,  Page 22

Gala Signals
Discontent?
To the Editor:

Every Spring, the MVCCA holds
its annual Gala. This year’s event
occurred on May 1. The MVCCA
budget (April 2010) reveals that
the MVCCA anticipated Gala in-
come of $4,100 and expenses of
$3,200 for a net profit of $900.
The income figure, at the Gala
ticket price of $40 a head, predicts
about 100 paying guests.

I understand attendance at the
Gala was about half (51) the bud-
getary prediction and that it lost
money. Last week, Gala Chairman
Queenie Cox sent a survey on the
MVCCA listserve asking recipients
“What is the primary reason you
did not attend the 2010 MVCCA
Gala?”

I’m confident the reason for poor
attendance at the Gala has little
or nothing to do with the date,
time, place, price, food and enter-
tainment or the people and orga-
nization honored at the event. Re-
garding these factors, I’m sure Ms.
Cox made all the proper arrange-
ments to give the event the best
chance of success. The poor atten-
dance is more likely a result of the
recent policies and actions of the
MVCCA that have turned off all

but the inner circle of MVCCA
leaders.

In recent months, (1) the
MVCCA has routinely ignored its
own bylaws, including failing to
provide notice to its own members
of the election of committee chair-
men and appointing a committee
chairman ineligible to serve in that
capacity under those bylaws in
light of her concurrent service on
the policy-making Wetlands
Board; (2) the MVCCA has wasted
valuable and scarce county staff
resources by filing a number of
Comprehensive Plan nominations
requiring transportation studies it
knew it could not afford to fund;
(3) six MVCCA-affiliated people
were appointed by Supervisor
Hyland to the recent APR Task
Force considering Comprehensive
Plan nominations. They were sup-
posed to represent our entire com-
munity. Over a dozen of those
nominations were made by the
MVCCA yet the MVCCA-affiliated
Task Force members routinely re-
frained from recusing themselves
when those nominations were de-
bated and voted upon, even
though each of them had a stake
in obtaining approval of those
nominations. I’m told the County
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See Test Scores,  Page 11

Landing school district based on
data like this.

Except, when it comes to white
students, Riverside actually had a
higher pass rate (100 percent) on
the language arts exams than
Stratford Landing (98 percent)
last year. The two schools also had
the same pass rate for white stu-
dents on the math exams, accord-
ing to Virginia Department of Edu-
cation test data.

And among African Americans,
Riverside’s 2009 test results were
far better than Stratford Landing’s.
At Riverside, 90 percent of black
students passed the language arts
exam and 83 percent passed the
math exam. At Stratford Landing,
only 78 percent of black students
passed the language arts exam and
62 percent passed the math exam.

THAT RIVERSIDE’S overall test
scores were lower than Stratford
Landing’s last year appears to be
more of a reflection of the two
school’s demographics. A large
percentage of Riverside’s student
body belongs to groups — such as
those who black, Hispanic or poor
— that have historically struggled
on standardized tests.

According to Fairfax County
Public Schools, Riverside enrolled
226 black students (38.57 percent
of the student body), 200 Hispanic
students (34.13 percent of the stu-
dent body) and 352 poor students
(60.07 percent of the student
body) last year. Stratford Landing
had 86 black students (11.51 per-
cent of the student body), 45 His-
panic students (6.02 percent of the
student body) and 127 poor stu-
dents (17 percent of the study
body) in 2009.

And even though Riverside had
higher pass rates among white stu-
dents — who historically perform
better on standardized tests than
minority students — than
Stratford Landing in 2009, the to-
tal number of students at the
school that were white was rela-
tively small. Last year, Riverside
enrolled 93 white students (15.87
percent of the student body) while
Stratford Landing enrolled 510
white students (68.27 percent of
the student body).

THE COMPARISON of Riverside
and Stratford Landing’s testing
data from last year illustrates what
several education activists in the
Mount Vernon area have been tell-
ing middle class parents for years.

Residents should not dismiss a
school simply based on overall test
scores because they don’t neces-

sarily correspond to the perfor-
mance of children who most re-
semble their own.

“It is so easy to look at the aver-
age score but I think that is a mis-
take. It tells you very little about
the school itself and how your
child is going to do at that school,”
said Judy Harbeck, head of the
education committee for the
Mount Vernon Council of Citizens
Associations.

For example, among white stu-
dents, eight of the 14 local Mount
Vernon elementary schools had a
pass rate of 90 percent or above
on both the math and language
arts exams last year. But at these
same eight schools, the pass rates
of the overall student body varied
widely, from the low 80s to the
mid 90s, according to Virginia edu-
cation department data.

One school with relatively high
test scores last year, Fort Hunt El-
ementary, also ended up having
the lowest local pass rates among
black students — 62 percent in
language arts and 57 percent in
math — and poor students — 60
percent in language arts and 56
percent in math — of any school
in the Mount Vernon area.

EVEN A SCHOOL’S label or “sta-
tus” under the federal No Child
Left Behind act can be deceiving,
according to school activists.

Each year, schools are broken
into two groups, those who made

“adequate yearly progress” and
those who failed to make “ad-
equate yearly progress.”

Many members of the public
automatically assume that schools
that make “adequate yearly
progress” have higher test scores
in given year than those that do
not make “adequate yearly
progress.” This is not necessarily
the case.

To meet “adequately yearly
progress,” most schools not only
have to have their overall student
body meet testing goals but also a
wide variety of student subgroups
also reach a similar level of
achievement. If one of these sub-
groups — such as black, Hispanic
or poor students — falls short of
testing goals in a given year, then
the whole school can fail to meet
“adequate yearly progress.”

For example, Stratford Landing,
with the highest overall test scores
of any school in Mount Vernon,
failed to make “adequate yearly
progress” last year when it had low
scores among black and poor stu-
dents. Likewise, Hollin Meadows
Elementary made “adequately
yearly progress” last year even
though its overall test scores were
not as high.

Certain schools are able to cir-
cumvent low test scores among
subgroups.

For example, Belle View
Elementary’s black students did
not meet testing goals last year.

But those scores were not a factor
in the school making “adequate
yearly progress” because the num-
ber of black students enrolled at
Belle View was 46. Virginia re-
quires a school have at least 50
children in each subgroup before
the group’s scores are counted for
“adequate yearly progress pur-
poses.”

NO CHILD Left Behind is also
particularly hard on schools which
receive federal “Title I” funding,
often referred to as “Title I”
schools.

In Fairfax, all schools at the el-
ementary school level where 40
percent or more of the students
qualify for free or reduced-priced
lunch are “Title I” schools. And
nine of 14 local Mount Vernon
schools — Bucknell, Hollin Mead-
ows, Hybla Valley, Mount Vernon
Woods, Riverside, Washington
Mill, Woodley Hills, Groveton and
Woodlawn — are “Title I” cam-
puses.

When “Title I” schools fail to
make “adequate yearly progress,”
they face much stiffer conse-
quences and sanctions.

Often, the school has to offer
students the option of transferring
to another school that has met
testing goals. Under the most ex-
treme options, where the school
has failed to meet testing goals for
several years in a row, the entire
staff of a “Title I” school could be

replaced and the instructional pro-
gram could be “restructured.”

Schools that are not “Title I”
schools do not face such sanctions,
even if they fail to make “adequate
yearly progress” for several years
in a row or have lower test scores
than their “Title I” counterparts.

This can be frustrating for “Title
I” school communities, who feel as
if they are unfairly singled out
when they fall short of testing
goals.

For example, Superintendent
Jack Dale announced two weeks
ago that the Virginia Department
of Education was giving five
Mount Vernon Elementary Schools
grants to help boost low test
scores. But these grants were only
targeted to “Title I schools” who
in some cases have higher test
scores, particularly among certain
subgroups, than other non-“Title
I” schools in Mount Vernon.

“The reason Title I schools get
that type of focus is because of the
label put on them and not other
schools,” said School Board mem-
ber Dan Storck (Mount Vernon).

THE HOLLIN MEADOWS El-
ementary School community
found the “low-performer” label
particularly unfair.

Hollin Meadows made “ad-
equately yearly progress” last year
while some other non-“Title I”

Looking Beyond Numbers for ‘Best’ School
Mount Vernon Elementary Schools Test Scores

The Virginia Department of Education provides the percentage of the total population of students who passed the commonwealth’s standardized  test for each
school. They also provide the pass rate for certain subgroups of students. The  state education department does not provide testing data for students.

Belle Bucknell Fort Mount Vernon Riverside Washington Woodley Fort Groveton Hollin Hybla Stratford Waynewood Woodlawn
View Belvoir Woods Mill Hills Hunt Meadows Valley Landing

LANGUAGE ARTS
All 91 82 91 78 93 82 86 90 90 90 85 95 94 83

Black 67 67 84 69 90 69 79 62 84 87 85 78 N/A 79

Hispanic 93 86 94 82 89 79 84 80 91 92 84 97 N/A 81

White 96 82 92 N/A 100 92 95 99 97 94 87 98 95 93

Students with 92 76 93 60 88 50 83 67 91 91 94 89 69 81
Disabilities
Economically 84 80 89 76 91 73 83 60 86 89 84 81 91 79
Disadvantaged
Limited 93 85 83 81 90 78 84 65 90 88 85 93 N/A 77
English

MATH
All 87 69 88 64 87 80 78 87 82 84 75 92 92 77

Black 74 59 80 57 83 71 66 57 77 79 75 62 N/A 76

Hispanic 77 68 77 67 83 74 71 87 83 79 73 90 N/A 73

White 92 88 90 N/A 96 90 96 95 80 92 80 96 94 85

Students with 83 39 87 35 75 79 64 65 84 76 85 80 73 62
Disabilities
Economically 77 66 86 61 82 74 70 56 80 80 73 66 91 73
Disadvantaged
Limited 76 69 76 63 82 73 70 65 80 78 73 81 N/A 71
English
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

3652 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136

www.bcjewelers.net

B&C Jewelers

ALEXANDRIA LIGHTING & SUPPLY
701 No. Henry St., Alexandria, VA

703-548-2320
www.alexandrialighting.com
Ample Free Parking

7:30AM - 7:00PM

Our experts can help you
make the right choices for

your Lighting needs

Open Late Every Wednesday!

Fans by

Featuring Lighting

Dimming Controls by
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schools that would not have been considered for
the grant — Stratford Landing and Fort Hunt — did
not.

When compared to Fort Hunt and Stratford Land-
ing, Hollin Meadows also has higher test scores in
several subgroups, especially among students who
are black or poor.

Hollin Meadows also has a relatively small achieve-
ment gap when compared to the other two schools.
White students performed five percentage points
higher on the language arts exam and 13 points
higher on the math exam than black students.

At Fort Hunt, white students performed 37 per-
centage points higher in language arts and 38 per-
centage points higher in math than black students.
At Stratford Landing, white students performed 20
percentage points higher in language arts and 34
percentage points higher on the math exam than
black students.

Longtime Hollin Meadows parent Sue Bernstein
said the school community works hard to combat
lingering concerns about the school’s performance.

“We call every family that has a rising five year-
old in our area and have them over for coffee so they
can meet some of the parents at the school. All of
our local preschools are also invited to visit Hollin
Meadows,” said Bernstein.

Test Scores, Student Subgroups, Title I

Send announcements to the Mount
Vernon Gazette, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos are
encouraged. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with questions.

Shelby Elisabeth Hodgkins of
Alexandria, daughter of Jay and Su-
san Hodgkins ’72, graduated from
Juniata College with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in politics with a secondary
emphasis in psychology. While at
Juniata, Hodgkins was a member of the
Cheerleading Team. Next Fall she is
going to Georgetown for her masters.
Hodgkins is a graduate of Bishop Ireton
High School.

Local students were cited for excel-

School Notes

lence in journalism at the Journalism
Education Association Write-Off Con-
test, held recently at the JEA-National
Scholastic Press Association (NSPA)
spring convention in Portland, Ore.
Earning Superior ratings were:

❖ Mazen Elbashari  of West
Potomac High School for Computer De-
sign: Headline.

❖ Beth Stanley of West Potomac
High School for On-Air Reporter.

Earning Excellent ratings were:
❖ Cara Yaworske of West Potomac

High School for Yearbook Copy-Cap-
tion: Sports.

❖ Caitlin Stewart of West Potomac
High School for Broadcast Sports Story.

Earning Honorable Mentions were:
❖ Alexx Graybill of West Potomac

High School for Yearbook Layout:
Theme.

❖ Erin Spangler of West Potomac
High School for Literary Magazine: Lay-
out.

Three West Potomac High
School students have been named to
the 2010 Virginia All-State Band. They
performed at Great Bridge High School
in Chesapeake on Saturday, April 10.
Congratulations to these students:

Ian Chaava, Euphonium, Concert
Band.

Tristan Clarke, Trumpet, Sym-
phonic Band.

Ari Lindenbaum, French Horn,
Concert Band Alternate.

Michael Lewis was named to the
2010 Virginia All-State Orchestra. The
West Potomac High School student
plays string bass.
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From Page 1

News

voted against the fee.
“These fees touch such a large

swath of students,” Hone said.
Garza said there is potential for

classmates to mock a student who
was unable to participate in a sport
due to lack of money.

“I’m concerned about the over-
all morale of our student athletes,”
said Garza, who is also the head
coach of the school’s girls soccer
team. “If you turn them away from
sports, I’m worried about how the
kids will be looked at in school.”

Evans, Reed and Hone sup-
ported a motion to remove the fee
entirely, which failed. The three,
along with Dan Storck (Mount
Vernon), supported another mo-
tion to make the fee a one-time
expense for students, but that
failed as well.

“Sports are clearly a game-
changer for some kids,” Storck
said.

While Storck supported the fees,
he said he wants the school sys-
tem to monitor the situation
closely.

Money generated from the fee
will go into the county’s general
fund and is expected to generate
$1.8 million in revenue for the
county.

There are exceptions to the rule.
Students who qualify for a free

or reduced-priced lunch will be
exempt from paying the fees.
However, that standard is ex-
tremely low. A family of four must
be living on $41,000 per year in
Fairfax County to qualify for re-
duced-priced lunches.

The average median income for
Fairfax County households is over
$100,000.

Some are worried the fee might
prevent students from participat-
ing in as many as three sports in a
year, or any sports at all.

“Small schools are afraid they
won’t be able to field teams,” Reed
said.

Garza is also worried about not
being able to field teams, saying
football of all of the sports will
suffer the most. Garza said four
members of the girls soccer team
and nine members of the boys soc-
cer team have spoken about po-
tential problems with the athletic
fee.

Evans said that some Loudoun
County Public Schools with
needier populations have seen an
impact since their high school
sports fee went into effect. Park
View High School has seen a drop
off in the number of students par-
ticipating in track this spring.

New Fee
For Athletes
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

By Brad Hathaway

The Connection

A
s Memorial Day Weekend ap-
proaches this is an appropriate
time for Dominion Stage to open its

production of Terrence McNally’s “Love!
Valour! Compassion!” After all, the first act
takes place over a Memorial Day Weekend at
a lake-side summer home about two hours’
drive north of New York City where a group
of gay men have gathered for a weekend of
skinny dipping and other forms of “R and R.”

Acts two and three take place over the
Fourth of July and Labor Day weekends, as
the men’s relationships evolve in the wake of
indiscretions and events during that first
weekend. Over it all hangs the specter of a
plague that, at that moment appeared both
unstoppable and incurable. It was the plague
known as AIDS.

That was the mid-1990s. It may be a bit
hard to recall just how terrible the epidemic
appeared just then. As bad as the AIDS crisis
is today, then it seemed even worse because
of the factor of the unknown. The gay com-
munity in the United States was reeling from
the shock of an apparently unstoppable on-
slaught. The new disease was taking thou-
sands of lives a month and the rate was in-
creasing. Today the trend is down. Where
AIDS would take over 50,000 American lives
a year then, today it is closer to 10,000 —
and treatments have been devised. It is still a
scourge and the international as well as do-
mestic implications are staggering. But in
1994 it seemed an unstoppable terror, at least
to those in the identified high risk groups.

Terrence McNally, author of such powerful
plays as “Frankie and Johnny in the Clair de
Lune” and “Lips Together, Teeth Apart” (and
later “Master Class” and “Corpus Christie”)
created this eight-character play that won the
Tony Award for Best New Play of 1994.
McNally wasn’t just writing about AIDS. He
was writing about people. Specifically, male
people. In particular, gay male people. Each
is a definable individual with strengths, weak-
nesses, virtues, vices, hopes and fears. The
AIDS crisis permeates those fears, but isn’t
the only fact of life in their lives.

That Dominion Stage was able to attract
seven actors both capable of bringing those
characteristics to life and willing to bare all
in the process is something of a testament to
the strength of the talent pool in our commu-
nity. The on-stage nudity is treated here, as
the play requires, as a simple fact of life among
the men in the play. How different characters
display or disguise their bodies is but one tool
the playwright uses to reveal their personali-
ties.

There’s Buzz, an AIDS victim who flaunts
his gayness but not his body. Mario Font
handles the role with appropriate flair (it is a
role that featured Nathan Lane on Broadway

‘Love! Valour! Compassion!’
Shows Men Coping with AIDS
Dominion Stage
tackles McNally’s
1994 play.

Photo by Reginald Waters

Richard Isaacs and Jeffrey Stevenson in “Love! Valour! Compassion!”

Photo by Reginald Waters

Richard Isaacs, Mario Font, Matthew Randall and Patrick M. Doneghy in
“Love! Valour! Compassion!”

and Jason Alexander in the film adaptation)
as a show tune queen. When it came to nu-
dity, however, the character opts for a front-
covering barbecue chef’s apron.

On the opposite side of the issue is Ramon,
given a vibrant performance by Shawn g.
Byers. He’s an openly gay dancer who revels
in his body and enjoys showing it off either
to shocking effect or simply as an object of
beauty. He spends a good deal of the play
sunbathing in the nude on a platform at the
rear of the stage.

The most touching performance of the
evening comes from Luke Morris as the blind
young lover of the host of the weekends. He’s
vulnerable on so many different levels and
Morris gets each of them right. Patrick M.
Doneghy is strong and compelling as his lover,
the owner of the house and a middle-aged
choreographer who fears he may be running
out of inspiration for new dances and his body
may be getting too battered to execute what
dances he does devise.

Matthew Randall doubles as both a British
pianist and his AIDS infected brother while
Jeffrey Stevenson brings an empathetic tone

to the role of one half of a long-term relation-
ship and Richard Isaacs adds the acerbic edge
to that of his partner.

As with other productions of the play, the
costumes tell about as much about each char-
acter as the absence of costumes does. Ceci
Albert does a fine job of giving each charac-
ter a wardrobe that bespeaks personality with-
out overdoing it. That is, until the finale which
sees six of the seven don tutus for a bit of
“Swan Lake” at an AIDS benefit show.

Director Rick Hayes brings it all together in
a well-paced presentation that emphasizes the
camaraderie of the group while giving each
member a chance to make his reactions to
events clear. It is a full evening of emotion
with, as is almost always the case with a
Terrence McNally play, a good deal of humor.

Where and When
The Dominion Stage production of “Love!

Valour! Compassion!” continues through June 6 at
Theatre One of the Gunston Arts Center, 2700
South Lang Street. Performances are Wednesday -
Saturday at 8 p.m. with a matinee on Sunday, June
6 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $15. Call 703-683-0502 or
log on to www.dominionstage.org.

Rising Critic — Ally Markussen  —
Bishop Ireton High School
Rising Critic — Catherine Addington
— Bishop Ireton High School
Rising Critic — Jonathan Polson —
Bishop Ireton High School
Critic Team — Bishop Ireton High
School
Lighting — Elizabeth Movius, Maiya
Elliott, Justin Klingenberger — St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School — A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream
Costumes — Julia Munro, Meghan
Pearson, Nicole Weinard —  Bishop
Ireton High School — GO-GO BEACH
The Musical
Costumes — Thomas Norman —
Thomas Edison High School The Curi-
ous Savage
Make-up — Elizabeth Lamb — St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School — A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream
Ensemble in a Play — The Way-
side School Kids — West Potomac —
Sideways Stories from Wayside School
Female Dancer — Madeline Bryan
— TC Williams High — Chicago
Comic Actor in a Play — Timothy
Yuan — Thomas Jefferson High School
— Once in a Lifetime
Comic Actor in a Musical — Adam
J. Santalla — Bishop Ireton High —
GO-GO BEACH The Musical
Supporting Actress in a Play —
Sophia Sperling — Thomas Edison
High School — The Curious Savage
Supporting Actor in a Play —
Henry Knotts — St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes School — A Midsummer Night’s
Dream
Lead Actress in a Play — Emily
Wolfteich — Thomas Edison High
School — The Curious Savage
Lead Actress in a Play — Emily
Woods — West Potomac — Sideways
Stories from Wayside School
Song — Mister Cellophane — TC Wil-
liams High School — Chicago

Local 2010
Cappies
Nominees
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Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at
noon for the following week’s paper. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with questions.

FRIDAY AFTERNOONS
Tea Dances. 1-3:15 p.m. Group class from 1-1:30

p.m. Ballroom, Latin and Swing music. $11/
person. At the Dance Studio Lioudmila, 18 Roth
Street, 2nd Floor (off Duke Street), Alexandria.
Call 703-751-8868.

MAY 22 TO JUNE 1
Handcrafted Alexandria Spring Shopping.

Visit 10 Handcrafted Alexandria businesses and
enter for your chance to win a Grand Prize
Weekend Getaway featuring gift certificates to
the Hotel Monaco, Jackson 20 restaurant, and a
Handcrafted Alexandria Shopping Spree! At the
following Handcrafted Alexandria businesses:
Torpedo Factory Art Center, The Art League,
fibre space, La Muse, Potomac Bead Company,
Ten Thousand Villages, Artcraft, Arts Afire,
Carafe Wine Makers, Del Ray Artisans, Gossypia,
Imagine Artwear, Oerth Gallery & Tile Works.
Visit www.handcraftedalexandria.com; 703-838-
4565

THURSDAY/MAY 27
“Canvas.” Free film screening at 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Free. Followed by a discussion in recognition of
Mental Health Month. Starring Marcia Gay
Harden and Joe Pantoliano, the film is an
accurate and sympathetic portrayal of mental
illness and the devastating effects it can have on
a family. At the Masonic Temple, 101 Callahan
Drive, Alexandria. Contact Shay Holman, Chair
at 703-868-7429 or visit  http://
healthieralexandria.org/AntiStigma/

Blues, Swing, Jazz Concert. 7 – 9 p.m. Concert
is by guitarist Jim Stephanson and bassist John
Previti. At the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
N. Union Street, Alexandria. Contact 703-838-
4565 or www.torpedofactory.org.

Urban Garden Workshop. 10 a.m. to noon.
Dean Norton, director of Horticulture at Mount
Vernon, will show how to restore, reshape and
improve the overall health and look of older or
storm-damaged shrubs. At the Carlyle House
Historic Site gardens, Old Town Alexandria.
Admission is $20. Call 703-549-2997 to register.

Wine Tasting Night for UCM. 50% of the cost
of your wine tasting will be donated to United
Community Ministries.  Hosted by Prince Michel
Tasting Room & Gift Boutique. At 1309 King
Street, Alexandria. Visit www.princemichel.com.

12-Week Girl Empowerment Group. 6-7:30
p.m. Free. For females ages 14-18. Meets at
1120 Queen Street, Alexandria. Sponsored by
Voice Consulting LLC. Topics will include: body
image, self-esteem, dealing with authority
figures, mother/daughter relationship and much
more! Contact: voice_consulting@yahoo.com  or
571-314-1989.

Movie Night featuring “Bride and
Prejudice.” 5 p.m. (rated PG-13): A fast-paced
modern retelling of Jane Austen’s classic “Pride
& Prejudice” Bollywood-style. Refreshments
served. At the Burke Branch, 4701 Seminary
Road.

Taste of Old Town North. 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. At
Montgomery Park, 901 N. Royal Street,
Alexandria. Live entertainment, yoga, karate,
dance demonstrations, food and a raffle!
Sponsored by the Old Town North Community
Partnership. Contact 703-836-8066.

FRIDAY/MAY 28
Evening of Music for French Horn. 8 p.m.

Free. The U.S. Air Force Band Chamber Players
performs. At George Washington Masonic
National Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. Call 202-767-5658 or visit

www.usafband.af.mil
Moe Provencher Performs. Americana/folk

songwriter. At St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub in
Alexandria.

MAY 28-30
Sunset Celebration. 6-9 p.m. Take evening tours

of Mount Vernon, enjoy wine and desserts, 18th

century music, dancing, games and wagon rides.
Tickets are $18/adults, $12/children; free for 5
and under. At Historic Mount Vernon. Tickets
may be purchased online in advance at
MountVernon.org/onlinetickets.

SATURDAY/MAY 29
Meditation Basics with Art of Living. 11 a.m.

Learn basic exercises for clearing your mind,
gaining focus, and minimizing stress. At the
Burke Branch, 4701 Seminary Road.

SugarCube. 10 a.m. (for all ages): Learn the
health benefits and types of chocolate while
enjoying free samples. At the Beatley Central,
5005 Duke Street.

Bill Jenkins - World of Music. 2 p.m. (for all
ages): Bill Jenkins showcases musical
instruments from around the world, with a
special focus on India and other Asian countries.
Light refreshments served. At the Burke Branch,
4701 Seminary Road.

SUNDAY/MAY 30
Wheel Day Parade. 3 p.m. Kids of all ages are

invited to decorate their bikes, scooters, skates,
strollers or anything with wheels to join in the
annual Wheel Day Parade. Arrive by 2:45 p.m.
at Old Dominion Blvd. and Chalfonte Drive
traffic circle. The parade rolls in the North Ridge
neighborhood to the Beverley Hills Church
playground where prizes will be awarded.
Contact Amy or Tom at wheelday@me.com or
703-549-2220.

MONDAY/MAY 31
Memorial Day Jazz Festival. 1-7 p.m.

Attendees can bring lawn chairs and blankets.
Food will be available for purchase, picnic
baskets are welcome and grills are available in
the park at the picnic sites. Admission is free. At
Fort Ward Park, 4301 W. Braddock Road. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/12678.

Friends of Captain Rocky Versace Memorial
Day Ceremony. 11 a.m.  The “Friends of
Captain Rocky Versace” invite the public to the
8th Annual Memorial Day Ceremony at the
Captain Rocky Versace Plaza and Vietnam
Veterans’ Memorial. At the Mount Vernon

Recreation Center, 2701
Commonwealth Ave. The event will
honor the 67 Alexandrians who made
the ultimate sacrifice during the
Vietnam War.

TUESDAY/JUNE 1
Swing Dancing. 9-11 p.m.
Admission is $10. With the band, King
Teddy. At Nick’s Nightclub, 641 South
Pickett Street, Alexandria.

THURSDAY/JUNE 3
Celebrate Mount Vernon At
Home.  4 - 6 p.m.  The organization
whose mission is to help residents of
the Mount Vernon area live safely,
comfortably, and confidently in their
own homes for as long as possible
celebrates its launch at historic River
Farm, 7931 East Boulevard Drive.  All
are invited for drinks, light
refreshments, music, and lovely views
of gardens and river.  Remarks by Mt.
Vernon District Supervisor Gerry
Hyland.  Tickets: $25/members, $30/
non-members.  Call 703-303-4060 or

email info@mountvernonathome.org for tickets.

FRIDAY/JUNE 4
Sandra Y. Johnson Quintet. 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Free. At Grist Mill Park, 4710 Mt. Vernon
Memorial Hwy., Alexandria. Call 703-324-
SHOW (7469).

Theater Night Fund-raiser. 7 p.m. Local cat
orphanage King Street Cats will host its annual
Theater Night. At the Little Theatre in
Alexandria featuring “Play It Again, Sam” by
Woody Allen. Tickets are $40/advance, $50/
door. The event will raise money to support KSC
goals of finding loving homes for all cats and
kittens in their care and providing community
outreach regarding the welfare and care of cats.
Visit the website www.kingstreetcats.org.

SATURDAY/JUNE 5
Alexandria Art Market. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Grand

Opening June 5, 10-4 p.m. Your monthly dose of
art in the heart of Del Ray. Market dates: June
5, July 3, Aug. 7, Sept. 4, Nov. 6.   Alexandria
Art Market is on the green space of the Del Ray
Artisans’ gallery in Colasanto Park, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave., on the corner of Commonwealth
and Mount Vernon Avenues.  Entry is free and
open to the public. Call Kimberley Bush at 703-
627-7656 or
DRA.AlexandriaArtMarket@gmail.com.

Star-Spangled Bike Tour. Begins at 9 a.m.
Cyclists will learn about the impact of the War
of 1812 from costumed interpreters. Goes 10
miles and starts at Carlyle House Historic Park,
121 North Fairfax Street, Old Town Alexandria.
For information or to make reservations, contact
ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov or call Alexandria
Archaeology at 703-746-4399.

Shade Gardening. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Fee is $5/
per workshop; advance registration required. At
Lee-Fendall House Museum & Garden. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

Historic Alexandria Museum Gala. 6:30 p.m.
to 11 p.m. Rescheduled. Dining and dancing to
Doc Scantlin and his Imperial Palms Orchestra.
Tickets are $150/person or $300/sponsor. At
the Holiday Inn Old town, 625 First Street in
Alexandria. Visit www.historicalexandria.org or
call the Office of Historic Alexandria at  703-
746-4554.

SUNDAY/JUNE 6
Koi Auction. 11 a.m. Sponsored by the ZNA

Potomac Koi Club. At Hollywood and Vines
Nursery, 8453 Richmond Highway, Alexandria.
Free registration to bid. Contact Mike Frady at
703-360-9142 or mike@znapotomac.org.

ASO Children’s Arts Festival: The Heart of
Music. 2 p.m. activities hour; 3 p.m. concert.
Tchaikovsky’s “Romeo and Juliet Fantasy
Overture,” Leonard Bernstein’s “West Side
Story,” Carter Burwell’s “Bella’s Lullaby,” music
from “Twilight.” Tickets are $5. At the Rachel M.

Schlesinger Concert Hall & Arts Center, NOVA
Community College, Alexandria campus, 3001
N. Beauregard St., Alexandria. Call 703-548-
0885 or visit www.alexsym.org.

Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic
(WMP). Concert. 3 p.m. Free. James Kazik
Concert Overture (world premier). Benjamin
Britten: Serenade for Tenor, Horn and Strings,
Op. 31 with tenor Jon Lackey and hornist Amy
Smith. Pre-concert lecture with Dr. Stephen
Bertino at 2:15 p.m. (both concerts). At Bishop
Ireton High School, 201 Cambridge Road,
Alexandria.

TUESDAY/JUNE 8
Richard Rice Recital. 7:30 p.m. Free. The

concert, entitled Go Lovely Rose: Songs of Love
and Loss,  features music of living composers,
including Ned Rorem, Elizabeth Vercoe, Richard
Pearson Thomas, and Richard Rice. The works
represent a wide range of poets, from
Elizabethans William Shakespeare and Edmund
Waller to moderns, including Thom Gunn, John
Ashbery, and Constantine Cavafy. Vocal recital
at the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington Street,
Alexandria.

Swing Dancing. 9-11 p.m. Admission is $10.
With the band, The Joker’s Wild. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 641 South Pickett Street, Alexandria.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 9
SPY Versus SPY Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. to 1:30

p.m. Special guest Dr. David Robarge, Chief
Historian of the CIA, will talk about the secret
side of the Civil War.  Sponsored by the
Springfield/Alexandria Women’s Connection. At
the Springfield Golf & Country Club, 8301 Old
Keene Mill Road, Springfield. Cost is $17/
person. Call 703-590-6562 or email
SpringWmConn@yahoo.com.

Wine Tasting With Spanish Wines. 7:30-9:30
p.m. Led by Wilkinson Wine Cellar. Fee is $25/
person. Reservations necessary. Call 703-548-
1789. At the Lee-Fendall House Museum &
Garden. Visit www.leefendallhouse.org

JUNE 10, 11, 12
Summer Book Sale. Hours are Thursday, June

10, from 1 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Friday, June 11,
from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Saturday, June 12,
from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. At the Ellen Coolidge
Burke Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-746-1704.

THURSDAY/JUNE 10
David Kitchen. 7 p.m. Known as a road warrior

in the local DC area, Kitchen has honed his skills
performing before live audiences on an almost
nightly basis, working as a sideman on various
projects as well as fronting his own bands. At
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street, Alexandria.
Call 703-548-0035. Visit myspace.com/
davidkitchen.

JUNE 3, 4, 5
”Legends of Song.” Annual West Potomac High School Choral Department’s Spring Show. The show is

produced and directed by Ernest L. Johnson, choral director at West Potomac. The choreography is
directed by Gennifer Lisenby, dance instructor for 25 years at Alexandria Dance. Held in the Springbank
Auditorium. Performances are June 3-5 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $12. Visit www.westpotomacchoirs.org.

JUNE 11-12
Jewelry Designer Trunk Show. Noon to 8 p.m. Featuring

collections of Mia Katrin for Jewel Couture LLC. Katrin will
present her collections including best-selling limited edition
necklaces and earrings of diamonds, emeralds, multi-colored
sapphires, rubies and pearls in high-karat gold which have
been worn by A-List Hollywood celebrities.  At Goldworks by
David Martin, 1400 King St., Alexandria. Call 703-683-0333.
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Classics & Country Gift Shop

Home Décor, Yankee Candles, Dept. 56,
Willow Tree, Kringles, Baskets,
Lamps, Wall Art, Blossom Bucket,
Americana Décor, Primitive Décor,
Byers Choice, White House Ornaments

8365 Richmond Hwy.  ~   Alexandria, VA 22309
   Tel. (703) 360-6443  ~   Mon- Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

www.classicsandcountry.com

Don’t Miss out! 50% OFF
Sale on Selected Lines

20% OFF
Entire Purchase

~ Sales May Not Be Combined, Ends 6/ 31/10 ~

Pohick Rd.

Classics & Country

Rt. 1

Fairfax County Pkwy

Ft. Belvoir

Newly Remodeled!

❀❁

Spring Specials

Cold Soup Trio
Cold Salmon Platter

Dover Sole
Frog Legs

Rack of Lamb

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

❀❀

❀
❁❀

❀
❀❀ ❀

❁
❀

❀

❁

❁

Historic Mount Vernon invites visitors to an un-
precedented evening experience: Sunset Celebration
at Mount Vernon, a new event over Memorial Day
weekend (May 28 – 30) offers a rare opportunity to
visit Mount Vernon after the daytime crowds have
departed. Visitors may take evening tours of the
Mansion, relax and enjoy wine and desserts avail-
able for purchase in George Washington’s picturesque
garden, and delight in 18th-century music, dancing,
games, and wagon rides. Stroll the lantern-lit grounds
from 6 to 9 p.m. and immerse yourself in the 18th
century as the sun sets on the plantation and cos-
tumed residents like the charming Lady Washington

Sunset Celebration at Mount Vernon
Mount Vernon at sunset.

Community

and her granddaughter Nelly interact with visitors.
This family-friendly event celebrates the beginning
of summer on the plantation.

Tickets are $18, adults; $12, children ages 6-11;
and free for ages 5 and under. This event requires a
separate ticket from daytime admission. Annual
passes are not valid for this event. All activities, with
the exception of food and wine, are included with
admission to this event. Tickets may be purchased
online in advance at MountVernon.org/onlinetickets
or at the Ford Orientation Center ticket window un-
til 8 p.m. the evening of the event. Guests must be
prepared to show identification to purchase wine.

Pig Party at
Jackson 20

Starting June 9, Jackson 20 will host
a monthly Pig Party with a nod to its
bronze pig statue Bessie, an icon repre-
senting the favorite animal of the
restaurant’s namesake, Andrew Jackson.

On the second Wednesday of every
month from 5:30 p.m. to close, Chef
Dennis Marron and his team will pre-
pare a feast of slow-roasted whole pig
with all the fixings, served in the
restaurant’s colonial style courtyard.
The menu features Pulled Pork Shoul-
der, Mahogany Barbeque, East Carolina
Barbeque, Ribs, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw,
Smoked Corn, Corn Bread with Maple
Butter, Green Bean Salad, Soft Rolls and
Seasonal Pies.  Guests can come early
to enjoy an ice cold canned beer during
the restaurant’s newly launched “Eco-
Hour,” available daily from 3 to 7 p.m.
and featuring a wide selection of canned
beers and boxed wine. The Pig Party
Barbeque is available for $35 (if reserved
in advance) or $45 dollars at the door.
Price does not include beverages, tax
and gratuity. Call 703-842-2790 to make
reservations.

Jackson 20 is located at 480 King
Street, Alexandria. Phone:  703-842-
2790. Or visit www.jackson20.com.
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SPECIAL FATHER’S DAY BUFFET

Royal Restaurant
The

The Royal is where Old Town Dines since 1904!

734 North Saint Asaph Street
(703) 548-1616

Free Parking

*plus taxes & gratuities

Sunday Breakfast Buffet 7-11 am
Adult........$11.75* Children under 12 ....$4.50*
Father’s Day Brunch Special 11 am-3 pm
Adult........$14.00* Children under 12 ....$7.95*

Most Breakfast Buffet Items
on our brunch fare menu.

 Omelette Station, Roast Beef Au Jus,
BBQ Chicken Breast, BBQ Spareribs
Oven Browned Potatoes, Fresh Corn

Cole Slaw, Italian Vegetables,
Garden Salad, Fresh Fruit, Home Made Desserts

Fine Arts

Theater

NOW THROUGH AUG. 29
McLean Art Society’s Summer

Show. Juried by Gwen Bragg,
teacher and award-winning artist. At
River Farm, home of the American
Horticultural Society, 7931 E.
Boulevard Drive, South of Old Town.
The themes are flower painting and
still life as well as landscapes. Hours
are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturdays.

MAY 28-JULY 4
Bucky-Art Project. A temporary

outdoor art exhibit that pays homage
to the scientific mind of R.
Buckminster Fuller and his creation
of the Geodesic Dome. Part of the
Crystal City BID’s ARTFUL Program.

NOW THROUGH MAY 30
WomanMade. Part of the Minds Wide

Open celebration of women in the
arts. Lillian Fitzgerald, curator and
art consultant, chose 28 artists’ work
from more than 400 artists who had
applied submitting over 1200 images
for her review. She chose work that
provided a small window into the art
being made by women today. At the
Target Gallery.

NOW THROUGH MAY 30
Finding Beauty Show. Opening

reception Friday, May 21 from 7-10
p.m. This is Virginia Commonwealth
University student Amanda R.
Wright’s Master of Interdisciplinary
Studies Thesis Exhibition. Details and
hours at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org. At the
Del Ray Artisans Gallery at the
Nicholas A. Colasanto Center, 2704
Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or
contact Amanda R Wright, 703-501-
6838 or arook20@gmail.com.

NOW THROUGH MAY 31
In the Genes? Free. Torpedo Factory

artists explore the possibility of a

“creative gene” with this building-
wide exhibition that celebrates the
family bond.  At the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Open Daily 10 a.m. – 6
p.m., Open Thursdays until 9 p.m.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org; or call
703-838-4565.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 10
Metamorphosis. Free. Artworks

reflect change, discovery, growth,
alteration, or modification; work
which suggests personal, physical,
emotional, or spiritual
transformation. The exhibit features
sculpture, paintings, mixed-media,
and photography showcasing the
diversity of artistic talent found in
the Washington, D.C. area.
Presented by Convergence and
Mount Vernon Baptist Church. At the
Gallery at Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane, Alexandria. Call 703-
998-6260.

JUNE 2-JULY 4
A Day at the Beach or Accidental

Models. Paintings by Linda
Bankerd. reception and light
refreshments on Saturday, June 12
from 5 – 8 p.m. At Gallery West,
1213 King Street in Old Town
Alexandria. The gallery is open 11 –
6 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday,
as well as until 9 p.m. on Thursday,
June 12, for the monthly Second
Thursday Art Walk. Call 703-549-
6006.

JUNE 3-6
Female Shorts: Film and Video

Showcase. June 3, 6:30-9 p.m.
Female Shorts is a juried film and
video competition opened only to
female filmmakers worldwide.
Opening reception to meet the
filmmakers and the juror, Sydney-

Chanele Dawkins June 4, 7 p.m.:
Special Screening of “Who Does She
Think She Is?” directed by Pamela
Tanner Boll followed by an audience
discussion mediated by Sydney-
Chanele Dawkins and Pamela H.
Viola ($5 advance tickets; $8 at the
door). June 6, 5-6 p.m.: Closing
reception/awards ceremony with
special screening and director’s
discussion of “EcoDude” and “Beauty
is Motion” by local student
filmmaker, Sydney Schaedel.
Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Target
Gallery, 105 N. Union Street,
Alexandria, www.torpedofactory.org.
See www.vamindswideopen.com.

JUNE 4-27
Undecided: A Dialog between

Artist and Viewer.  Opening
Reception is Friday, June 4, 7-10
p.m. This all-member, all-media show
gives DRA artists a chance to observe
how viewers respond to their art by
asking them to submit titles for the
artworks. At the Del Ray Artisans
gallery, Nicholas A. Colasanto Center,
2704 Mount Vernon Avenue,
Alexandria.  Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org

SATURDAY/JUNE 5
Alexandria Art Market. 10 a.m. to 4

p.m. Your monthly dose of art in the
heart of Del Ray. Market dates: June
5, July 3, Aug. 7, Sept. 4, Nov. 6.
Alexandria Art Market is on the green
space of the Del Ray Artisans’ gallery
in Colasanto Park, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave., on the corner of
Commonwealth and Mount Vernon
Avenues.  Entry is free and open to
the public. Call Kimberley Bush at
703-627-7656 or
DRA.AlexandriaArtMarket@gmail.com.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 6
You Are Here by Susan LaMont,

contemporary realism artist. The
show features four large works that
examine the relationship between
people and their increasingly
complex environments. At Gallery
West, 1213 King Street, Alexandria.
Visit www.gallery-west.com or call
703-549-6006.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 7
Teresa Oaxaca, “Classical

Realism: New Works.”
Teresa Oaxaca, a 2005 graduate of HB

Woodlawn and resident of Arlington,
will have her recent paintings
featured at The Art League Gallery,
inside the Torpedo Factory in Old
Town Alexandria, in her solo exhibit.
Gallery Hours: Daily, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday, 12 noon-6 p.m. Open
Thursdays until 9 p.m. Exhibitions
and events are free and open to the
public.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 30
”Love! Valour! Compassion.” with

evening performances (May 27, 28,
June 2, 3, 4, and 5) at 8 p.m., and a
Sunday matinee on June 6, at 2 p.m.
At the Gunston Arts Center – Theater
One, 2700 S. Lang Street, Arlington.
Tickets are available online for pre-
purchase at www.DominionStage.org.
Group Discounts available.
Reservations can be made online or by
calling  703-683-0502.

NOW THROUGH MAY 30
“Abandonment.” By Kate Atkinson.

Directed by Susie Poole and Genie
Baskir. Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m.;
Tuesday at 8 p.m.; Sunday matinee at
2 p.m. Tickets are $16/general, $14/
seniors and students, $12/groups of
10. At Alexandria’s Port City

Playhouse, 1108 Jefferson Street in
Old Town, Alexandria. Call 703-838-
2880 or visit
www.PortCityPlayhouse.com.

NOW THROUGH MAY 29
“Rifarl el Corazón” (“Heartstrings.”)

At Teatro de la Luna. By Dino Armas
(Uruguay). Thursdays, Fridays,
Saturdays at 8 p.m. Saturday matinees
at 3 p.m. Tickets are $25/regular, $20/
students and seniors. At Gunston Arts
Center, Theater Two, 2700 S. Lang St.,
Arlington.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 13
“Sycamore Trees.” Second part of

Signature’s “American Musical Voices
Project” sponsored by The Shen Family
Foundation. Show times are Tuesday
and Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., Thursday
and Friday at 8 p.m., Saturday at 2

p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m.
and 7 p.m.  Tickets range from $52 to
$76. Call Ticketmaster at 703-573-
SEAT (7328) or go to www.signature-
theatre.org. At Signature Theatre,
4200 Campbell Ave., Arlington.

NOW THROUGH MAY 30
“Sophisticated Ladies.” Starring

Maurice Hines. At Arena Stage at the
Lincoln Theatre. Show times are
Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday at
7:30 p.m. (6 p.m. curtain on 4/25);
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 8
p.m.; Saturday and Sunday matinees
at 2 p.m. (1 p.m. curtain on 4/25);
Weekday matinees at noon on 4/21, 4/
27 & 5/5. Tickets range from $25 to
$74. For tickets, call 202-488-3300. At
Arena Stage, 1800 S. Bell Street,
Arlington.

MAY 24 THROUGH JUNE 27
Put a Lid on It. Artisan pottery

add occasion to occasions. 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through
Sunday, with Thursdays until 9
p.m. At the Scope Gallery,
Studio 19, 101 North Union
Street Alexandria. Call 703-
548-6288.
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Schools

West Potomac Celebrates
Mardi Gras Prom Night

Jakob Cramer, Will Rosenkranz, Kevin Glatting and Cole Coder gather at
the Hilton Alexandria Mark Center for the May 22 prom.

Christian Jackey gets into the mime act.

West Potomac staff Lynelle
Locket, Sandra Williams,
Janice Monroe and
Stephanie Manous pose
with the Mime Queen Amy.

Thomas Baird, Kathleen
Brady and Cara Yaworske
as the don their Mardi Gras
masks for the senior prom.

Marine Corp recruiter
Stephen Myrick is greeted
by the Mime Queen before
entering the ballroom for

the 2010 West Potomac
Senior Prom.

Christina Devine, and her
boyfriend, Kwasi Owusu,
as they were meeting up
with friends before head-
ing to dinner on prom
night. They each play for
their respective varsity
soccer teams at West
Potomac High School.

Photos by Louise

Krafft/Gazette
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith
Community, call Karen

at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF

CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-
548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-

4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST

CHURCH…
703-548-8000

DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-
8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…
703-549-5544

FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST
CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...

703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-
4370

CONVERGENCE-A CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-998-6260

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…

703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...

703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST

CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-

5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA

CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…

703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-

765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-

765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….

703 765-8255
 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN

CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…

201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...

703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…
703-360-9546

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…
703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED

METHODIST...703-765-6555
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY

 UNITED METHODIST...
703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED

METHODIST
CHURCH...703-836-7332

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…..703-751-4666

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…
703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...
703-313-6249

OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...
703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD...703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY
ALEXANDRIA  CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Wesley United Methodist Church

10 am Sunday Worship Service
Sunday School classes (child to adult)
and youth group (7th to 12th grade)

9 am to noon Monday through Friday Pre-School

8412 Richmond Ave, Alexandria, VA 22309
(just off Richmond Highway, near Fort Belvoir & Mount Vernon)

703-780-5019 • www.wesleyva.org

And the winner is…

MOUNT COMFORT CEMETERY
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE

The 31st Annual
Memorial Day
Avenue of Flags

The 31st Annual
Memorial Day
Avenue of Flags

Mount Comfort Cemetery • 6600 S. Kings Highway, Alexandria, VA 22306

Please join us for this very special event. The park will open at 9:00 a.m.
and a special Memorial Program will begin at 10:30. Hot dogs, sodas
and chips will be served following the program and over 400 flags will
fly until mid afternoon.

Stop by our sales tent and see all of the exceptional savings offered for
this event. Whether you are a property owner looking to complete your
pre-need arrangements or are interested in purchasing a complete pre-
need burial program, this event will offer the lowest prices of the year.

From Page 8

From Page 9

Letters

into the Army here in Northern Virginia,
at DeWitt Army Hospital at Fort Belvoir.
Alexander died at Brooke Army Medical
Center in San Antonio, Texas, Oct. 22, 2005,
of injuries sustained in Samarra, Iraq, Oct.
17.

Lt. Col. Thomas A. Wren, 44, of Lorton,
died in Tallil, Iraq on Nov. 5, 2005. Marine
Capt. Michael Martino, 32 of the City of
Fairfax, died Nov. 2, 2005, when his heli-
copter was brought down in Iraq.

1st Lt. Laura M. Walker of Oakton was
killed on Aug. 18, 2005, in Kandahar, Af-
ghanistan. CW4 Matthew S. Lourey of
Lorton died from injuries sustained on May
26, 2005 in Buhriz, Iraq.

Operations Officer Helge Boes of Fairfax
was killed on Feb. 5, 2003, while partici-
pating in counterterrorism efforts in east-
ern Afghanistan.

Among other local lives lost: Lance Cpl.
Tavon Lee Hubbard, 24, of Reston; 1st Lt.
Alexander Wetherbee, 27, of McLean; 1st
Lt. Jeff Kaylor, 25, of Clifton; Coast Guard
Petty Officer Nathan B. Bruckenthal, 24, of
Herndon; Army Chief Warrant Officer
Sharon T. Swartworth, 43, of Mount Vernon;
Command Sgt. Maj. James D.
Blankenbecler, 40, of Mount Vernon; Capt.
James F. Adamouski, 29, of Springfield; Sgt.
DeForest L. Talbert, 22, of Alexandria; Ma-
rine Cpl. Binh N. Le, 20, of Alexandria; Staff

Sgt. Russell Verdugo, 34, of Alexandria.
Army Capt. Mark N. Stubenhofer, 30, from
Springfield; Marine Gunnery Sgt. Javier
Obleas-Prado Pena, 36, from Falls Church;
Marine Sgt. Krisna Nachampassak, 27, from
Burke; Army Staff Sgt. Nathaniel J. Nyren,
31, from Reston; Marine Lance Cpl. Tenzin
Dengkhim, 19, from Falls Church, Navy
Chief Joel Egan Baldwin, 37, from Arling-
ton; Maj. Joseph McCloud, of Alexandria;
Major Gloria D. Davis, 47 of Lorton.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

staff raised this issue with Mr. Hyland to
no avail; (4) the MVCCA passed budget
resolutions asking the Board of Supervisors
(BOS) to raise every conceivable tax dur-
ing a historic recession in lieu of proposing
the BOS make responsible and necessary
budget cuts; (5) the MVCCA refused to take
up the request by a local citizen that it seri-
ously consider his proposal for a Citizen
Review Board for reviewing police actions.
It allowed its Public Safety committee to
vote against the proposal without giving the
proponent the courtesy of an invitation to
appear before the committee and present
his case. (6) Its Planning & Zoning com

Remembering on Memorial Day

Opinion

See Letters,  Page 25
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Sports

By Kelly Wood

For the Gazette

T
hey didn’t go down without a
fight and neither will I,”
tweeted figure skater Ashley

Wagner after watching “Titanic,” just hours
before stepping onto the ice.

Her heart was beating faster as the music
started. Her skates sliced into the smooth
ice like a knife into butter. The playful mu-
sic, her flowing dress and the flowers in her
hair created the feeling of spring on a plat-
form of ice.

The anticipation was ever building and

all eyes were focused on her. She landed
the triple flip into the double axel. One more
jump remained; the hardest in the program.
She landed it. The music stopped but her
heart was still beating faster than ever. Her
cheeks were rosy from the chill of the rink
and her wide grin was visible to even those
in the back-most rows. She received a stand-
ing ovation. With a tone of admiration, the
TV commentator said, “seven points behind
the leaders … and she fought.”

Wagner, only 18 years old, awed the au-
dience and judges with her free skate pro-
gram. Her performance brought her back
into medal contention after she fell behind
the leaders in the short program, and won
her the bronze medal at the 2010 U.S.
Women’s Figure Skating Championships
this past January.

It was an amazing accomplishment, yet
at the same time, an overwhelming let
down. Only the top two could advance to

the 2010 Vancouver Olympics. Wagner had
missed making the Olympic team by four
points. She had almost grabbed her dream
of being an Olympian, but it was pushed
just out of reach.

“Any other Olympic year, third place
would have been good enough to make it
onto the team, but this was the one year
where it was different,” Wagner said. “The
fact that I had skated the long program of
my life made it easier to stomach the fact
that I wasn’t going to Vancouver.”

Wagner gave it everything she had. She
took home a bronze medal that comple-
mented her many other skating achieve-
ments, but it wasn’t the medal she had
dreamed of for years. That dream is still in
the cards if she holds onto it.

This past season has been very successful
for Wagner. She was the first U.S. lady fig-
ure skater to qualify for the Grand Prix Fi-
nals in the past two years and came away See WPHS Grad,  Page 24

with an impressive fourth place. Wagner’s
skating at the Grand Prix put her on the
global radar and her performance at the
U.S. Championships showed the world the
determination and fortitude that lie beneath
her graceful demeanor.

The ice has been a home away from home
for Wagner since she was 5 years old. She
didn’t start skating because she saw a pair
of intriguing skates in a window shop or
because she felt inspired after watching a
performance on TV.ºRather, her skating ca-
reer began because her mother needed a
break from the then 5-year-old Wagner and
her 3-year-old brother.ºHer mother signed
her up for skating to get her out of the house
occasionally and Wagner has been on the
ice ever since.

Born into a military family, Wagner has
done a fair share of moving around while

Wagner Just Misses Out on Olympic Dream
West Potomac grad’s
hard work earns medal
at U.S. championships.

“

T
he Mount Vernon boys soccer
team, the No. 3 seed from the
National District, upset Langley,
the Liberty District’s No. 2 seed,

in the opening round of the Northern Re-
gion tournament, 3-1 in overtime, on May
25 at Langley.

The teams ended regulation tied at 1 and
Mount Vernon’s Dannish Decardi-Nelson
scored a goal in each five-minute overtime
period. Mount Vernon will travel to face

Robinson, the Concorde
District’s No. 1 seed, at 7 p.m.
May 27.

“I can’t even put into words
what this means,” head coach

Robert Garza said via phone after the game.
“This is a huge step.”

Decardi-Nelson scored the game-winner
by beating a Langley defender 1-on-1 and
added an insurance goal in the second over-
time.

“We just came out with intensity, think-
ing we’re going to go in this game and win,”
said Decardi-Nelson, a first-team all-district
selection. “We knew [the Saxons] were big
boys but we came out with the mindset we
were going to dominate.”

Garza said the Majors had strong fan fol-
lowing at the game.

“The whole place erupted,” after Decardi-
Nelson’s first goal, Garza said. “When he
scored you could hear it a mile away.”

Langley went 15-0 before losing to
McLean in the Liberty District tournament
final. Mount Vernon won four straight
games to improve to 10-2-2 before losing
to Stuart in the National District semifinals.

Mount Vernon fell behind early as Lan-

gley scored in the third minute, but the
Majors battled back and tied the game on a
Ruben Alvarez goal 20 minutes in.

Garza praised the play of the Mount
Vernon defense, including senior defender
David Heller, a first-team all-district selec-
tion, and freshman goalkeeper Lucas
Belanger, a first-team all-region selection.

“I heard everything about how big they
were. I was a little scared,” Belanger said.
“After the first goal I was a little scared. [But
then] I looked around the field and” they
didn’t seem so big.

Nery Cruz-Lainez had two assists for
Mount Vernon and Simond Kargbo had one.

— Jon Roetman

Mount Vernon Milers
The Mount Vernon Milers running club

meets at 8 a.m. on Sundays. The group usu-
ally meets along the Potomac River, but the
exact location is listed in an e-mail sent
every Wednesday for the coming week. Dis-
tances vary but runners can expect between
four and eight miles.

To join the Mount Vernon Milers, send Lee
Britton an e-mail at lbritton7@yahoo.com
to be put on the e-mail list.

Wolverines Look To
Bounce Back From
District Loss

After recording an 11-3 record and a sec-
ond-place finish in the Patriot District, the
West Potomac softball team had its sights
set on a rematch with South County — the

only team to beat the Wolverines twice —
in the district tournament championship
game.

But West Potomac’s plan fell apart when
the Wolverines were upset by Woodson,
which handed West Potomac its other regu-
lar-season district loss, in the semifinals.

While a district championship is out of
the question, West Potomac’s next challenge
is traveling to face
Centreville at 7 p.m.
on May 28 during
the opening round
of the Northern Re-
gion tournament.
West Potomac, the
Patriot’s No. 3 seed,
d e f e a t e d
Centreville, the
Concorde’s No. 2, 3-
0 during an April 21
meeting.

West Potomac senior Zannie Crowe, the
Patriot District Player of the Year, said the
Wolverines need to be more accountable
heading into regionals. “We really have to
rely on our own skill,” she said, “not look
forward to the next person to get the base
hit — make sure that you do your part to
get a win.”

Head coach Craig Maniglia said errors
and nerves cost the Wolverines against
Woodson. “It’s just tough. We gave them the
game,” he said. “We gave up so many er-
rors and the kids; I think they understand
now if we’re going to play tight we’re not
going to win. They have to go out loose and
believing in themselves.”

Sophomore pitcher Morgan Maniglia, a
first-team all-district selection who threw a
no-hitter against Lee in the opening round
of the district tournament, said the Wolver-
ines are ready to move on. “We’re just get-
ting ourselves mentally and physically pre-
pared,” she said. Losing to Woodson “was a
heartbreak, but we’re going to pick it up.”

Simond Kargbo, seen earlier this season, and the Mount Vernon boys
soccer team upset Langley in their regional opener on May 25.
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Mount Vernon Beats Langley in Soccer Regionals
West Potomac
softball prepares
for Centreville.

Sports

Briefs

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

“They have
to go out

loose and
believing in

themselves.”
— Head coach
Craig Maniglia
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Sports

growing up. It was not until Wagner was
12 that her family settled in Alexandria. She
trained at the Mount Vernon Ice Rink prior
to joining the Skating Club of Wilmington
in Delaware.

Like many of her fellow West Potomac
High School 2009 graduates, Wagner
moved out of the house the summer fol-
lowing graduation. However, rather than
moving onto a college campus, Wagner
chose to move in with her coach Priscilla
Hill to prepare for the upcoming season.

IN ADDITION to fulfilling her passion for
skating, Wagner takes online classes
through Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege. Wagner sacrifices many of the typical
college student luxuries for skating, includ-
ing sleeping through the morning hours.

Every morning Wagner hits her 6:30 a.m.
alarm, rolls out of bed and makes her way
to the skating rink by 7:15 a.m. to begin
another busy day. She spends an hour and
45 minutes to warm up and skate before
getting a less than two-hour period to grab
food and catch up with her online
classes.ºWagner then returns to the ice
where she spends the next three-and-a-half
hours perfecting her skills.

Her day is still far from over. Depending

on the day, she then either has an hour
dance or workout class. Twice a week she
attends a one-hour strength and condition-
ing class. Wagner spends the remainder of
her time either helping out at the ice rink’s
café or teaching a “Learn to Skate” class
until she finally heads for home around 6:30
p.m.

Exhaustion has already been hovering
over her, but she pushes it aside for yet a
few more hours. Online classes take up a
large chunk of the evening. At last, her head
hits the pillow at 11 p.m. and she is soon
asleep until the next day’s alarm.

Wagner goes through this routine day af-
ter day, never complaining.

“I’ve been doing it for so long and often I
wonder what it would be like to have a
‘normal’ºlife, but in the end I always real-
ize that I have gotten to experience so many
things that people my age haven’t because
of skating, and I’m really grateful for
that,”ºWagner said. “I love the sport and
what I’m doing so that keeps me going.”

WAGNER’S DISAPPOINTMENT in not
making the Olympic team has not damp-
ened her spirits. She continues to train just
as hard as ever in preparation for the com-
ing season and the next Olympics, four years
down the road. Hill said, “Of course she was

disappointed by not making the team, but
she’s worked very hard this spring to keep
refining her technique.”

Her dream of becoming an Olympian is
not lost but rather coming nearer. She could
almost touch it after placing third at this
year’s U.S. Championships and she retains
high hopes for what the future has in store.
In one of her online video blogs, she tells
her fans to “watch out for me next year.”

Wagner has accumulated hundreds of
fans because of her inspirational skating and
her always-positive outlook. She takes the
time to show her adoring fans her appre-
ciation by reaching out to them through her
official Web site, Facebook and Twitter ac-
counts, and video blogs. Wagner’s family
and friends stand along side these many
fans to always cheer her on. Through the
disappointments and triumphs, Wagner is
backed by a huge support system.

The future stands open to Wagner’s imagi-
nation and she hopes to find herself in Rus-
sia for the 2014 Olympics.ºHer bittersweet
bronze medal helps to drive her motivation
and keeps her dreaming of the possible. She
continues to build on her experience and
skills every day with the help of her coach
and her support system. The next four years
will find Wagner on the ice.ºWagner con-
tinues to strive for perfection.

WPHS Grad Earns U.S. Skating Medal

Q: What location is the farthest
from the Washington D.C. metro
area that you’ve traveled?

A: Vancouver, B.C. for a Bar Mitzvah.

Q: Who is your favorite music
artist?

A: Taylor Swift. She is awesome and she
writes her own music.

Q: What’s your favorite movie?
A: “Dirty Dancing.” It’s a classic and it’s

a good movie.

Q: What’s the best feeling you
can have during a softball game?

A: Strike three.

Q: What is it like to play for your
dad, head coach Craig Maniglia?

A: Last year was the first year that I
hadn’t played for him, so I don’t really
know any different. I love it and I trust
him because I know he knows the game.

— Jon Roetman

5Qs
Five questions with
West Potomac
sophomore pitcher
Morgan Maniglia
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Since 1991
703-863-7567

1502 B, Mt. Vernon Ave., Delray, Alexandria 22301

Storage Sheds
by Keith Cross

• All forms of carpentry Rough & Finish
• Built to order Bookcases, shelves and

cabinets, sheds and picnic tables
• Loads of Local References

CARPENTRY CARPENTRY

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

DECKS DECKS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

A premier Continuing Care Retirement Community
is hiring Experienced CNAs on the following Shifts

Full Time 3pm - 11pm
PRN all shifts

Requirements:
Active CNA license

Minimum 2 years skilled care experience
Please visit our website for all qualifications.
Our full-time benefits  include:  tuition
assistance, medical, dental, vision, life, and
disability  insurance, plus a generous 401K
plan  with employer participation, and more!

 Apply online at
www.goodwinhouse.org EOE

Friendly, driven, self motivated, successful, enthusiastic and passionate about
helping business owners succeed. You’ll be pushed, asked to achieve great results
& will have 10+ years of experience with business entities with revenues greater
than $1M.  You’ll be a recognized leader in your community & enjoy networking
in the business community.  You’ll want to be part of a team in one of the fastest
growing industries in the world & you’ll like to have fun & make a difference?
If this ad describes you, then be ready to sell yourself to the World’s #1 busi-

ness coaching firm and call us before 5 pm,
May 31st at (641) 715-3900 Ext. 697263#.

In fact, just call NOW!

If you’re the Business Coach we’re looking for…
You’ll be…

FULL TIME ENTRY LEVEL
Position for Purchasing Dept. Candidate 
must be well organized and self-driven. No 
experience necessary. Hours 10:00am to 
6:30 pm.  Please call (703) 370-5790.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

LIFEGUARDS NEEDED

Alexandria area, AM & PM shifts.
Must be ARC lifeguard certified
and have pool operators license.

Call VAPS @  571-248-4400
or Email vaps@comcast.net

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 2010 H.S. GRADS

SUMMER WORK!
$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

RETAIL / OFFICE ADMIN
MT Vernon area, F/T.  Customer service 

skills, computer experience.  
Fax resume to: 703-360-5439 or email

info@classicsandcountry.com

RREETTAAIILL  SSAALLEESS

Old Town Boutique seeking student 
for  summer work.  Refs req’d.  Call 

Mrs Lasker evenings at 703-765-7583

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Laurel
Hill
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Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Letters

From Page 4

Republicans also had a good showing in
Virginia’s 11th Congressional District dur-
ing last year’s general election. Gov. Bob
McDonnell (R) received 55.25 percent of
the vote; Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling (R) received
52.62 percent of the vote and Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Cuccinelli (R) received 52.28 per-
cent of the vote in Connolly’s district.

But Davis warned that Republicans have
to keep their focus on selecting someone
who would appeal to the general elector-
ate in November if they want to beat
Connolly.

The strong anti-government sentiment
coming from some conservatives in other
parts of the country is probably not a mes-
sage that would appeal to Northern Virginia
voters, many of whom make their living ei-
ther directly or indirectly from the federal
government.

“What may work in some other parts of
the country doesn’t work here. Beating up
on the government isn’t necessarily a win-
ner,” said Davis.

Primary Vote

From Page 22

mittee discourteously treats presenters
who appear before it to seek the
committee’s reasoned consideration of their
development proposals, to the point at
which such treatment appears to be a policy
of the committee.

It is not surprising, given the above ex-
amples of the MVCCA’s actions, that atten-
dance at their Gala appears limited to their
central core of 16 board members and their
significant others, as well as Gala honorees
and their invitees. In order to increase Gala
attendance, the MVCCA leadership must be
cleansed of its current crop of partisans and
begin abiding by its bylaws, correct current
bylaw violations, refrain from actions that
waste valuable county resources, pass reso-
lutions more in concert with mainstream
community thought, invite to its meetings
those whose proposals it is debating and
reform its P&Z committee including remov-
ing from the committee those who refuse
to act with appropriate decorum.

If the MVCCA ever reforms itself and re-
joins the community it purports to serve,
that community will be more likely to pa-
tronize and support its events including the
Gala. Our Supervisor should take note of
the lack of community support for the Gala
whenever he considers using MVCCA posi-
tions as political cover for his decisions. That
lack of support evidences that MVCCA po-
sitions do not reflect community views and
that the community has rejected the MVCCA
as its spokesman. Perhaps the MVCCA “Em-
peror” has no clothes.

   H. Jay Spiegel
 Mount Vernon

THURSDAY/MAY 27
MVCCA Special Committee on Affordable

and Workforce Housing. 7:30 p.m. At the
Mount Vernon Government Center, Room #3.
The Committee continues to review County
plans for the development of affordable housing
and a report on the status homelessness in
Northern Virginia. All MVCCA meetings are
open to the general public. www.mvcca.org.

Bulletin Board
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

For Rent: Alexandria/Mt. Vernon 
$2500.00

OPEN HOUSE SAT 5/29, 1-2PM
Large SFH 4br 3 1/2 ba. Updated kitchen, 
Hardwood floors. Fin Bsmt w/ huge rec room 
w/ gas fp. MBR w/ ensuite br and private 
deck. Screened in porch off of kitchen. Backs 
to the woods on 1.5 acre wooded lot. 2 car 
osp. Close to schools, Rte1, beltway. Clean 
and move in ready. Call Mr. Newsome 

(202) 498-2765

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

LEGAL NOTICE
CitySwitch proposes to construct wireless communications 
towers at the following locations: 154ft tower near intersection 
of Colchester Road and the Norfolk Southern Railroad tracks, 
Fairfax Station; 187 ft tower next to the Norfolk Southern Rail-
road tracks near Bren Mar Dr. and Merle Pl., Alexandria. If you 
have concerns of any historic properties that might be adverse-
ly affected by either tower, please write to: Amy, Trileaf Corp., 
10845 Olive Blvd., Ste. 310, St. Louis, MO 63141, 314-997-
6111. Please include the tower location and the location of the 
historic resource that you believe might be affected.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Frederick Andrew Brown

92, a decorated Naval Officer, died of cardiac arrest March 15, 
2010 at INOVA Fairfax Hospital, Falls Church, Virginia. He 
was an Alexandria resident.

Mr. Brown was a career officer working in the Navy Intelligence 
Department specializing in Russian.

After retiring from the military in 1968 he worked at the Library 
of Congress and then with the Defense Department until 1987.
He was honored with the Department of Defense Civilian Serv-
ice Award, along with many other achievement awards.

Mr. Brown was born May 28, 1917 in Marinette, Wisconsin.
Received a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineer-
ing from the University of Missouri. From 1939-1943 and 
1945-1951 Mr. Brown worked at the Midwest Rubber Reclaim-
ing Company in East St. Louis as a chemist.

At the outbreak of World War II he attended Cornell University 
receiving his officer's commission.

From 1943-1945 he served aboard the destroyer USS Nichol-
son in the Pacific. The Nicholson earned four battle stars'; 
seeing action during the Philippines Sea, Leyte Gulf, Iwo Jima 
and Okinawa campaigns.

Mr. Brown received a handwritten letter from Fleet Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz, U.S. Navy commending him on his article 
“U.S. Navy Weather Stations in Siberia” , in the Naval 
Institute Proceedings (July 1962).

While serving in the Navy, Mr. Brown was stationed in Naples, 
Italy: Tokyo, Japan; London,England and Washington, D.C.
He also taught Naval Science, machinery and navigation at 
Ole Miss University. After his retirement from the Defense De-
partment he taught English at the Adult Education Program in 
Fairfax County.

Mr. Brown enjoyed traveling, coin collecting and spoke five lan-
guages, Russian being his 
specialty. He had been researching and writing a book on the 
life of Alexandra Feodoronvna Romanova, the last Tsarina of 
Russia. He was a Third Free Mason and a life long member 
of the Arcadia Fraternity.

Mr. Brown is survived by his wife of 70 years, Frances V. 
Brown of Alexandria, Virginia; three sons, Frederick Vincent 
Brown (Jean)of Water Valley, Mississippi, Thomas Richard 
Brown (Sue) of Honolulu, Hawaii, Walter Christian Brown 
(Marsha)of Wausau, Wisconsin; two daughters, JoAnn Brown 
Alfriend of Falls Church, Virginia and Nancy Jane Williams (Ed) 
of Oak Hill, Virginia; three brothers, George E. Brown of 
Brownsboro, Alabama; Richard Brown of Sebastatol, Califor-
nia, and William Brown of Fallsbrook, California; a sister, 
Louise Wolfe preceded him. He was Grandfather of 11, Great 
Grandfather of 17 and Great-Great Grandfather of one.

Funeral service at Ft. Myer's Old Post Chapel on Wednesday, 
June 16 at 9am where interment will follow at Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers24 Metaphysics

PHYSIC/ INNERVISION
Taro card reader, spiritual 
clairvoyant, truely helps 
solve all problems of life. 
Specializing reuniting loved 
ones.

703-447-7954
Readings done by Dinah

2401 Fairhaven Ave
Alexandria, VA

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

108 Financial Services

WARD Accounting/
Tax Services

1040-Sch C 
Partnerships, LLC

WE can help resolve
IRS issues.

Back Taxes all YEARS
It is NOT too late to file!

571-214-8317

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

TAYLOR RESTORATION
Small Jobs Welcome

Carpentry, wood fencing,
deck restoration

pressure washing, landscaping,
bathroom caulking, vinyl floors, minor

plumbing, general repairs & more

703-780-4181
Cell: 571-245-7492

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

MASONRY MASONRY

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

LANDSDOWN
LANDSCAPING, LLC
Total Lawn Care, Patios, 

Walkways, Pressure 
Washing, Gutter Cleaning, 

Leaf, Tree & Stump 
removal, Free Estimates

301-461-9337

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

Call for information
about licensing.

♦ Real Estate
♦ Mortgage

♦ Closing Services
♦ Insurance

703-360-7400
www.weichert.com

8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309

CALL MIKE DOWNIE 703-360-7400 or 703-360-3189

MT VERNON/ALEXANDRIA SO $925,000
YOUR MAJESTIC COLONIAL MANSION

Huge 3-level, 4 Bedroom and Den, 2 1/2 Bath, ALL-brick home on
spacious 1/2 acre treed lot overlooking the Potomac River!  Fully
upgraded home with luxury kitchen (granite counters), hardwood
floors on main & upper levels. From Alexandria, go South on GW
Pkwy 6 miles; turn Right on Stratford Lane; then quick Right on
Greylock Street. To 9027 on the Right side. (Note: Home is on one
of George Washington’s original farms.)

OP
EN

SU
N 

1-
4 

PM

ALEX/HUNTINGTON AREA $419,000
WALK TO METRO

Extremely attractive home, hardwoods thru main level. Superb
master bath. Finished lower level walks out to brick patio.
From Capital Beltway, Route 1 South, R Huntington,
L Wyomissing up hill to home on R

OP
EN
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N 

1-
4 

PM

ALEXANDRIA/GREGORY HEIGHTS $449,500
SHOWS LIKE A MODEL!

Must see this 5 bedroom 2 bath Raised Rambler, Owner has done some nice
touches,lower level In-Law/Au Pair suite w/ full kitchen, bath and private entrance. large

fenced back yard ,detached garage and detached work shop.
Directions: from 495/95 follow US 1 (Richmond Hwy south) to
L on Fairview Drive to R on Hillside to L on Phillips.

CALL JOSE FLORES 703-509-4778
JEFF WELBORN 703-929-3051

Day Class June 14 - June 28, 2010
Evening Class June 14 - August 4, 2010

Contact: Heidi Kabler, 703-360-7400

SPRINGFIELD $498,000
WORTH EVERY PENNY

Lovely, roomy townhome boast hardwood floor, open floor plan, three-level
bump out, luxury master suite, 2 fireplaces and more.  Neighborhood adja-
cent to parkland and provides ample parking.

CALL LINDA SWEENEY 703-203-1005

ALEX/STRATFORD $750,000
LARGER THAN IT LOOKS

Unique 3 level, 5 BR, 3 BA expanded cape.  Upgraded kitchen with granite
counters, cherry cabinets & ceramic floor.  Spacious LR, DR & foyer. Huge
screened porch to fenced yard. Directions: GW Pkwy So, Right
Stratford, Left Camden, Left Wittington, R. Highgate, Left
Waterford, Right Bradgate.

ALEX SO $285,000
NIFTY CONDO

Rich hardwood floors and streaming natural light put this one at the
top of your list.  Popular open floor plan with main living
area separating the bedrooms for added privacy.  Nicely
up-graded.  2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths.

CALL MICHELE WILSON 571-224-4592
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